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24" Annual

Casino’Collectibles Convention
June 23-25, 2016

Dozens of dealer tables. Daily educational seminars. Annual live auction of casino chips and memorabilia.
Buy, sell, or trade chips, silver strikes, tokens, slot cards, room keys, dice, playing cards, COINS,
ashtrays, matchbooks, swizzle sticks, TITOs, postcards, and more!

In this issue:
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Tale of Two Casinos

Omaha - Nebraska’s Hidden Story
It Happened on Fremont St. Cont.
The Road to a WSOP Bracelet
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Home | Membership | Education | Organization | Reports | Message Board

[ Conditions | Glossary | Chip FAQ | Chipology 101 | Fakes | Library |Cleaning | Brass Core l

Reference Center

Welcome to the CC&GTCC Reference Center! Here you will find useful information on the hobby of casino chip and
gaming token collecting.

Casino Collectible News - A publication of the Casino Chip & Gaming Token Coliectors Club
This official club magazine is a must-read for every casino collectibie enthusiast.

For The Beginner

CCGTCC Mentoring Program - Help others or find help for yourself!

2007 Buyer's Guide to Casino Collectibies - Be an informed collector!

2005 Buyer's Guide to Casing Coliectibles - Be an informed collector!

Ask The Expert! - a list of CC&GTCC members who have volunteered to answer your questions.
Chip Conditions - an official list of CC&GTCC sanctioned terminology used to describe chip condition.
Glossary - an extensive list of the terminology used in our hobby - a "Chiptionary", if you will,

Chip FAQ - a huge list of Frequently Asked Questions regarding our hobby.

Chipology 101 - a great intro-to-chipping seminar presented at the national convention.

Cleaning Chips - a good primer on cleaning casino chips.

Mold Designs - Robert Eisenstadt's mold design project.

e 2011 Club Auction - Catalog, Terms and Conditions & Current High Bids.

Detailed Reference

Illegals & Manufacturer Records - a huge compilation of chip manufacturer records.
Fakes/Fantasy/Counterfeits - a large list of fake, fantasy, and counterfeit chips - includes pictures,
Brass Core - a thorough presentation of the brass core controversy.

Fraternal Order of Eagles - Aeries listed numerically

Cancelled Chips - Nevada Casino Chips Known To Exist Cancelled

Books, Magazine Articles, etc.

Club Library - a list of club reference material that you can check-out and use.
Gaming In Atlantic City - by Steve Piccolo

Playboy Chegues, Chips & Tokens - by Tom Stroh

Knapp on Books - A series of book reviews by Michael Knapp

The Flamingo Capri Revisited - by Mike Quinlivan

Casino Chip and Token News - Back issues

The Education section of the CC&GTCC web site offers valuable information on chip collecting, whether you’re new
to the hobby or have been collecting for years.

In this section you will find reference material about fakes and counterfeits, cancelled chips, brass core chips and
much more. 4sk The Expert gives you access to over 50 collectors who can answer any question about collecting. Each
collector is an expert in a particular field. Whether it’s casino chips, tokens, silver strikes, ashtrays, dice or collecting by
state, country or casino, you can find help here.

Check out the club library for books or search for articles on the Casino Collectible News web site. Other
publications and articles are also free to download.

http://www.ccgtce.com
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CC&GTCC Membership Application

Name

Address

City

State Zip Country

E-mail or Phone Number

My collection interests are:

0 Chips 0 Tokens
o u.s. o Foreign

I would like you to publish my . . .
0 Name and address
0 E-Mail address
0 Do not publish any of my information

I have enclosed my annual dues for:

0 One year $30.00 - 3rd class or bulk mailing rate
0 One year Associate Member $5.00

0 First class postage - additional $14.00

0 International $55.00 - includes first class postage

International mailings are at the first class rate.
All other mailings are via 3rd class or bulk mail.

Annual dues will be renewable in the same quarter in
which the membership application was processed. Check
our address labels for your membership expiration dates.
Mail your completed application with your check made
payable to CC&GTCC to:

CC&GTCC Membership Officer
Richard Huber
P.O.Box 6994
Burbank, CA 91510

Sponsored by:

or sign up or renew on line at...
www.CCGTCC.com
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American Numismatic Association
Membership Application

Our club, CC&GTCC, is founded under the ANA, maybe
you would like to join it too. It is the largest organization
of coin collectors in the world.

0 Regular [] Student [] Junior [] Senior [] Associate
Present or former ANA number, if any.

{0 Mr. [] Mrs[] Ms.

Name, please print

Street

City

State Zip

Country Date of Birth

ANA bylaws require the publication of each applicant’s
name and state.

Please check here __ if you DO NOT want your name and
address forwarded to the ANA representative in your area.
Please check here __ if you would like your name
provided to companies with offers we feel may interest you.
I herewith make application for membership in the
American Numismatic association, subject to the Bylaws
of said Association. I also agree to abide by the Code of
Ethics adopted by the Association.

Signature of Applicant Date
Proposer
The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.

[ Check [] Money Order [] Credit Card Type

Credit Card all Numbers Expiration Date

Signature of Cardholder (Required)

Dues
» Regular (age 19-64) one year
« Junior (age 18 or younger) one year $26
« Senior Citizen (age 65 older) $41
o Life Membership (under 55) $1,200 (over 55) $900

* International Memberships have an additional $36 per
year shipping and handling fees in US Funds.

Forward completed application to:
ANA
818 Cascade Ave., Colorado Springs, CO 80903-3279
Please contact us with any questions (800) 367-972

Visit the Membership Section to find
all the information you need about our
members as well as all the information

you need to become a member. Find
information about local clubs, visit the

Hall of Fame and more.

Check out the Reference Center, where
you will find useful information on the
hobby of casino chip and gaming token
collecting. There are articles for the
beginning collector and detailed reference
materials for the more experienced
collector.

Log on to the club message board. Ask
questions, get answers and meet other
people interested in the same collectibles
as you!

-=m WWW.CCGTCC.com m=-
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Advertising

Need help in working up your ad? Schedule of Publication
Just give us a call at and Ad Deadline Dates
775-425-0590 and talk to Allan Anderson
Fax - 775-410-8322 Spring Issue
Email - adesign@sbcglobal Mailing Date: March

Deadline for Ads: January 1st

Send full payment payable to “CC&GTCC”
with your advertisement to: Summer Issue
Mailing Date: June
Allan Anderson Deadline for Ads: April 1st
Advertising Manager, CC&GTCC
Fall Issue
Mailing Date: September
Please Note Deadline for Ads: July 1st

« Do not send in ads that are folded. We recommend Winter Issue

that you send in your ads by Priority Mail in a flat pack Mailing Date: December

marked “DO NOT BEND". This will only cost you about Deadline for Ads: October 1st

$4.95 and we will receive them in about two to three

days. Rates
» When you place a one inch or two inch ad for more Advertising rates for members are available by emailing

than one issue, you may make changes in that ad for the advertising manager at advertising@ccgtcc.com

each issue. Try to get the changes to us well before the

deadline of each issue. Moving?
* When ordering items from one of our advertisers, Don't forget to let our Membership Officer know your new

let them know what issue of the magazine in which you address. Contact:

noticed their ad.

Richard Huber

« All ad copy must be accompanied by payment made

out to “The Casino Chips and Gaming Token Collectors P.0.Box 6994
Club, Inc.” or CC&GTCC. No ad will run without Burbank, CA 91510
payment

L L L A L A L L A L e

The Casino Chin & Gaming Token Collectors Club Inc.
Wants you to advertise in your quarterly magazine for FREE.
This coupon is worth one FREE one-inch ad
in Casino Chip & Token News

Deadline for ads are
January 1st for 1st gtr. issue April 1st for 2nd qtr. issue
July 1st for 3rd gtr. issue October 1st for 4th gtr. issue

Send all ads to the following:
Allan Aderson, Advertising Manager
via e-mail at adesign@sbglobal.net
or call Allan at 775-425-0590 for more info.

Coupon is not good as a discount on any other ad.
Must be used for one-inch ad, one time only.

Casino Collecible News e ncscticeser
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Dowg Swmith

President

President’s Letter

Summer 2016

By the time you are reading this, the 2016 convention
will be upon us.

Once again we look forward to another fabulous show
brought to us by our second year convention chairs,
Sheldon and Christine Smith.

For those that are not aware, the Convention Chair is
one of our most difficult and time consuming volun-
teer positions. I can’t thank Sheldon and Christine
enough for their hard work in making this years show
truly the Greatest Casino Collectables Show On earth.
I also wanted to take a minute to thank all our past
convention chairs who for 25 years have put on one
outstanding show after another. Thank you to Mike &
Corni Quinlivan, Dave & Debbie Harber, Jim & Sandi
Steffner, Mary Ann Massey, Mike Pasternack, Dawn
Satter, George & Liz Conrad, Wayne Thompson,
Belinda Hixon, Mike Skelton, Michael Knapp and
Archie Black.

I am elated to announce that after much consideration
the clubs BOD and Site Selection Committee have
decided to sign for another 2 years with the South
Point as our home for 2017 & 2018. We looked into
several potential venues and the South Point came out
on top once again.

For 2017 & 2018, things will however be a little dif-
ferent as our convention will move to the exhibit area
which will be a change from the past years. We are
excited about the new potential benefits this will bring
to the convention and I believe people will find it even
more convenient than we have had in the past.
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If you are planning on joining us for the convention,
please stop by the CC&GTCC Raffle table which
is located next to Membership table in the front of
the room. The Annual Raffle is one of the leading
fundraisers for the club and with over $5,000 in
prizes, there are sure to be 10 very happy winners
I can’t stress enough how much I and the rest of the
BOD appreciates each and every one of our volun-
teers for all you do. You have my eternal gratitude
for your support.

Doug “Cigarman” Smith
LM-3209-147
Proud President of the CC&GTCC

Editor’s Note

Robb McPherson R-8583
Co-Editor

I'hope everyone has a great time at this years conven-
tion. I will not be able to attend this year with the
Canadian dollar being so low and my daughter will
be getting married this summer. I do plan on attend-
ing next years very special convention, the 25th
Annual Convention.

It is great news to hear that the convention will be
held at the South Point for the next two years. It is
always good to have a stable well known venue for
the convention.

It’s good to see we have lots of volunteers in this club
to help out at the conventions. I have been Chairman
of the Ontario Numismatic Assc. Annual convention
here for the last few years and it is tough to find
enough volunteers to help run a convention.

I should have some more interesting casino stories
for my next issue in the winter time as I will be
Ottawa for the RCNA convention and then out in
Western Canada for my daughters wedding. We will
be making a few casino stops in our travels out west
this summer.

I was very happy to have alot of support for this
issue of the magazine. I had no problem filling all
80 pages of this issue. Please continue to send your
stories and articles to myself and Steve.



New Members

Last First State City Ref. Pre Memb #
Rush Herman CA Los Angeles Web Site R 8776
Cavanagh Steve NV Las Vegas Sheldon Smith R 8775
Parriott Scot CA Rancho Santa Fe Club Web Site R 8774
Weirich Matt NC Waynesville Club Site R 8773
Hopper Kenneth CA Milpitas R 8772
Buckner Jeff KY Louisville Former Member R 8771
Cole Michael TX Alpine R 8770
Pugh William TX Rosharon R 8769
Deal Lance TX Dallas Former Member R 8768
Sander John OK Edmond Club Website R 8767
Johnston Jeffrey Wi Madison Club Website R 8766
Ludmer Miriam FL Coconut Creek Mark Lighterman R 8765
Holley Eric CA San Gabriel Richard Huber R 8764
Ogle Gary WA Custer Club Website R 8763
Hallenbeck Kenneth L. 070) Colorado Springs Sheldon & Christine Smith R 8762
“Shuffles” White Carson NC Pine Tops Archie Black R 8761
Scofield Bob KS Wichita Club Web Site R 8759
Grundfest-Wronski Donna NY Wheatly Heights  Club Web Site R 8758-A
Grundfest Neil NY Wheatly Heights  Club Web Site R 8758
Haines Justin NV Las Vegas Club Website R 8757
Slott Gary T Groves Club Web Site R 8756
Miller Kenneth CO Colorado Springs Club Web Site R 8755
Colclazier Don CO Lamar Former Member R 8754
Naif David NV Las Vegas Club Web Site R 8753
Richards Frank CA Garden Grove Former Member R 8752
Giese Les NJ Lebanon Former Member R 8751

Ifyou are a new member & you don’t see your name listed, it’s because you did not chose the “Publish” option.

Update Your Club Listing
On the Club Web Site

It’s up to you to have the correct information

on the club web site for your listing. It's FREE!

Let others know what you collect and how to reach you.
Check out the web site now and then UPDATE your profile!

It’s YOUR Listing...
Make sure it’s updated!
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A Tale of Two Caginog

_ Dick Bartley [LM-5316-207]

This spring my wife and | took a cruise down the Rhine River from Amsterdam, Holland to Basel,

Sw:tzerland It was a trlp we d been dreammg about for a long time - probably, ever since we

: ruise ads on Downton Abbey several years ago. We sailed
ith Tauck Tours on a brand new ship called the MS Grace
and it was an amazing experience all the way around.
From Amsterdam to Cologne to Koblenz to Heidelberg to
trasbourg and finally to Basel — the cathedrals, museums,
castles, villages and food were spectacular. But this isn't a
giitravelog, it's a tale of two casinos.
Along with our many stops along the Rhine, there were
SSseveral side-excursions offered, and two of these made my
Bichip-collector’s eyes light up. The first was a trip to Baden-
Baden, Germany and the other to Lucerne, Switzerland.

Baden-Baden

Baden-Baden is a spa town on the edge of the Black Fores i
that was settled by the Romans because of the naturalf
hot springs located there. The Caracalla baths are stlll
in operation today, while downtown Baden-Baden has{§
evolved into a very high-end shopping district, not unlikei
Rodeo Drive in California.
The Grand Casino Baden-Baden is an elegant, old school,j

European casino offering French and American roulette,
blackjack, poker, baccarat, and slot machines. An admis

sion fee is charged, a passport and proper dress are required.
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Also featured are cases
filled with antique cards
and jetons...

There are several interesting displays in

the lobby area — the first is a model of
Shanghai, China constructed entirely of

poker chips...

| was lucky enough to pick up a couple chips for
my collection during my brief visit to the Grand
Casino Baden-Baden

Lucerne
A couple days later we took a side trip to the beautiful city of Lucerne, Switzerland. With Mt. Pilatus

and the Alps as a breathtaking backdrop, the city is perched on the shore of Lake Lucerne and has
been a gateway for trade and commerce ever since it was formally settled in the 8™ century

During our brief visit to Lucerne | sought out the Grand Casino Luzern by walklng along the lakefront
promenade about 10 minutes from the center of the old town (Schwanenplatz).

The Grand Casino Luzern offers American roulette, blackjack, poker, baccarat and slot machines.
A high-end restaurant and nightclub are also located on the premises. A passport and proper dress
are required for admission when the table games open at 5 pm.

| was happy to pick up a P Y P N
couple chips for my collection ' :
at the Grand Casino Luzern.

Though it was just a small : o :

 part of our European ftrip, the : CASINO LUZERN
casino visits were fascinating _
and enjoyable and | can’t wait
to do it again.
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MLVER NTRIKE

Room Package & *$10,000 SLOT TOURNAMENT

JUNE 24, 25, & 26, 2016

Package’s Include
» Three night stay at the Four Queens Hotel & Casino
» Welcome Cocktail Reception—-Open Bar
» Awards Ceremony with Cake and Champagne
» Limited Edition Silver Strike Token
> Entry into the *$10,000 Slot Tournament

PRICE FOR ROYAL PLAYERS CLUB MEMBERS

Per Person Single No Room
Double Occupancy Occupancy Needed

$ 302.00 $ 385.00 $ 219.00

Space is limited so call Room Reservations today at
(800)634-6045 (press #1) OR (702)385-4011
Ask for Theresa, Alba, or Arlene

*Slot Tournament prize money is based on 150 participants and will pay 20
places. Prize money will be adjusted based on actual entries.

Based on space availability, Prior reservations required. Package price is per person, Packages cannot be split.
Tournament entry is non-transferable, Must be 21 years of age or older to enter. Offer may be modified at anytime,
Tournament rules available at Welcome Party. Management reserves all rights,

FOUR QUEENS

HOTEL & CASINO
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CC&GTCC Mentoring Program

Introduction

The program is offered free of charge and available to everyone. The Mentoring Program is specifically designed for
new casino chip collectors offering a wealth of information and experience of our seasoned casino chip and memorabilia
collectors.

Seasoned collectors have gone through many a trial and tribulation, learning as they go and learning from their
mistakes over the years. Knowledge increases little by little over time as we absorb what we can from our interactions
with other collectors and individual experiences. If one is going to learn from mistakes, isn’t it always best to learn from
someone else’s mistakes?

Collecting has many forks in its windy road, and is filled with many potential unwise choices, but our experienced
collectors will help guide the beginner down the path.

Quite often a new collector just happens to stumble onto a casino chip online message board or web site. They most
likely have just a few chips, no price guides and no real idea of the best way to proceed with their new hobby. They often
times have no idea how vast chip collecting is. That’s where we come in!

- Find out which price guides are available.

- Find out which price guides should and shouldn’t be used.

- Be able to ask questions about casino chips and casino related collectibles and find the answers.
- Find resources online and offline through our resource pages..

- Find out the best ways to increase your collection.

- Discover the many different collecting areas of casino memorabilia.

- Learn from the pros, what’s valuable and what’s not!

The Program

Simply go to www.ccgtcc.com, click on the “EDUCATION?” button to the top of the page. From there click on the
“CC&GTCC Mentoring Program” link and a questionnaire/application will download to your computer, print out and
complete the questionnaire/application and mail it to the address provided. The questions are designed to best identify
your interests and to match you with a suitable mentor for your particular collecting interests.

Initial Stage: lasts for a period of 30 days. During this time, both parties will be encouraged to communicate back and
forth through e-mails, and/or telephone. The mentee (new collector) will be open to ask any and all questions he may be
interested in, and the mentor (experienced collector) will address the questions, giving advice and direction.

At the conclusion of the initial 30-day initial stage, the program chairman will contact both parties to see if both wish
to continue. If both parties are pleased with how things are going, they may choose to continue for an additional 11
months. This short initial period is particularly good for beginners who just need a little help and direction while getting
started.

Either the mentee or the mentor can conclude the relationship at anytime. This may need to be done because of
unforeseen real life issues that may arise.

The program will continue for a maximum period of one year from the beginning of the initial active date, with a
review after six months.

Mentoring Program Director, Terry Shaffer R-5645
terryshaffer@hotmail.com
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Available on Amazon.com
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A SMALL-TOWN |

Available on Amazon.com in print and Kindle versions
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In Memorviow

Myrna Lighterman 1930-2015

The entire collecting world of casino memorabilia and numismatists has lost a giant in our world.
Myrna won many awards from the ANA and co-authored several books with her son Mark. She
was always at our registration desk for the convention with a smile on her face. The club has lost
a great spirit and friend.

Frank Chalfant 1942-2015

The chipping world has lost a pioneer and local leader in the greater Houston area. Frank started
in our world when he purchased a slot machine from an illegal Galveston casino. He wrote the
first book on Galveston illegal casinos and was a founder of the Greater Houston Chip Club.
Frank was a good friend and will be missed.

Martin Myers
Long time member of the club and brother to Ralph Myers; aka HotRodrjm on the bulletin board.
His friendship will be greatly missed.

W. Michael Brindle
Member since April, 2008. Passed late 2015.

Dan Sciacca 1955-2015

Dan and Terri Smith became collectors the same way most of us do, by fate, cleaning out a
garage. Unfortunately, Dan did not join CC&GTCC, but he had many friends in the club through
his membership in the Nor-Cal-Nev Casino Collectibles Club.

Irwin “Doc” Gross

Archie Black said best in his post on the the passing of one of the club’s earliest members
(R-130). “Doc” Gross was one of the well respected good guy and always the perfect gentleman.
Doc will be missed by everyone he touched whether, as chip collect, an article in the CCN, play-
ing poker, at the annual dinner (my wife Tina), or anyone he talked to.

Allan Mcintyre, R-0831,
Long time member of CC&GTCC, passed away June 22, 2015.

Betty Jo Wilker, R-0868-A, 1933-2015
Long time CC&GTCC member and dealer. Her and her late husband Stan had a dealer table at
many conventions right back to the early 90’s

sadly missed along life's way,
qu’u@tLM remenbered every 0[(25...
No Longer tn our Life to shave,
but L our hearts, you're aLwags there.
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Local Casino Collectibles Clubs

Atlantic City Casino Collectibles Club; http://gaming-chips.com/; Charles Kaplan, 11 Calais Court,
Rockville Centre, NY 11570; 5 meetings a year on Sunday's in AC; $10.00 annual dues.

Chicagoland Casino Collectibles Club; ikcarkop@comcast.net; Riverboat Rick Pokracki; various locations
in the tri-state area.

Dallas Chip Club; txbel711@aol.com; Belinda Hixon; various contact for next meeting

Florida Casino Chip & Token Collectors Club: Jerry Leonardo 561-445-4007 6646 110th Place Sebastian
F1 32958 jerryleonardo@bellsouth.net; Quarterly meetings at various locations Membership $10.00 Yr

Houston Chip Club; Houston Chip Club on Facebook; Frank Chalfant; 1st Wednesday of the month
starting at 7 PM

Michigan Chip Club; albertscalzo@gmail.com; Al Scalzo; 7229 Flamingo St. Clay, MI 48001; Elks Lodge
#810, 2100 Scott Lake Rd. Waterford MI

Nor-Cal-Nev Casino Collectibles Club; Todd Dingley, sandpointe@sbcalobal.net, 6 Sandpointe CT.
Sacramento, CA 95831. Contact us about our next Get-together!

NY Metro Chip Club; qualpete@aol.com; Pete Volberg, 516-322-3892; PO Box 3037, Farmingdale, NY
11735; Knights of Columbus Bethpage, NY; no membership dues.

Slot Card & Room Keys; Dave Johnston, 350 E Desert Inn Rd D-205, Las Vegas, NV 89109; 702-351-
8573

Southern California Collectibles Club; georged@mindspring.com; George Dmitrevsky; 818-384-7357:
3rd Tuesday of every month locations vary 7-9 PM

Southern Nevada Collectibles Club; http://snccc.weebly.com/; Rich Klabacha; 1616 Gleneagles Court
Boulder City, NV 89005-3653; monthly meetings; membership dues $12.00

All the club infomation that was received at the time of the creation of the list. If you have infomation your club would like to add please
contact the editors at Editor@ccgtcc.com.

SEE YOU AT
“SPLASHBAR XII" 2016

Brian “Mr. Splashbar” Cashman
LM-1121-157MA CCCC-06

CasiNo CoLLECTIBLE NEws | Volume 29 Number 2 15



.,

f

AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION NEWS

L]

-

By Archie A. Black HLM-001/ANA Club Rep

World’s Fair of Money® and National Money Show"” — Members receive FREE
admission to the biggest, most educational coin shows in the country. Build your
collection from the best numismatic inventory anywhere, attend lectures and seminars,
and view rare historical treasures from the ANA Money Museum and private collections.
Plus, members are admitted to the bourse floor 30 minutes before the public.
www.money.orglevents

Dwight N. Manley Numismatic Library — Borrow research materials from the
world's largest numismatic lending library. More than 128,000 books, auction catalogs, ,j
videos, DVDs and slide sets can be mailed to you
for just the cost of postage. Contact the library staff
to help locate materials to best suit your needs,

or request materials through the online catalog.
Research, article searches and photocopying/scan- , |
ning services of library materials are available foran . I
additional fee. Visit www.money.org/library. ; &

Edward C. Rochette Money Museum — Mem-
bers receive FREE admission to the Money Museum
in Colorado Springs, the largest museum of its kind dedicated to numismatics. Galleries
feature rare and valuable historical treasures, including a 1913 Liberty Head nickel, two
of the |5 known 1804 dollars, the famous Bebee collection of U.S. paper money, and the
Harry WV, Bass Jr. collection of American gold coinage and pattern coins. Many rarities and
select exhibits can be seen virtually. Visit www.money.org/money-museum.
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David Harper, Editor of the Numismatic'News, November 10/2015 issue.

His very timely article deals with disposing of coins instead of leaving things up to our heirs

b B

&

....a very appropriate subject for our club members.

“Are Your Heirs Smarter Than You"

g
It is a little soon to make New Year's
resolutions. I am going to bring up a topic
that falls under the heading of resolutions,
but more along the line of a life’s resolu-
tion rather than an ephemeral one to lose
weight, give up smoking, or exercise.

I had a telephone call yesterday. The
caller had a friend who has a very nice
collection. The friend’s children have not
the slightest interest in the coins.

What should the friend do along the
lines of estate planning?

My reaction was that the coins should
be sold while the collector is still alive and
able to manage the process.

The collector knows what the coins
are worth and how they should be sold to
maximize value.

Sure there is a possibility that the coins
could bring more money down the road
when the kids would get them, but offset-
ting that possibility is the very real chance
that they will mess up the eventual sale
and get far less than the coins are worth.

It is better to sell the coins now, take
the tax hit and let the remaining funds
grow in other investments that the kids
understand and will appreciate when dear

Class of

P ses

fed Davip C. HARPER

old dad has passed on.

Inheriting coins is growing ever more
problematic. Too many heirs are in a hurry
to dump the “problem.” They do not want
to take the time to extract the most value
for themselves.

Or they are so eager to begin spending
the legacy that they will take any low-ball
offer just to get the cash. Apparently they
look at inherited coins like a lottery ticket.
They want cash now. They don’t want to
wait for a more substantial flow of funds
over time.

Dad ought to recognize this. He doesn’t
have to be in a hurry to sell. He can make
all the decisions and get it done. Even
subtracting the potential tax hit, he will
generate far more cash for his kids.

As a collector I find it sad that coins
are not as appreciated as they should be,
but considering the many other phone

calls to my office from heirs where I
have to tell them not to be in a hurry, I
understand that an unfortunate outcome
is much more likely when the coins are in
the hands of people who have done noth-
ing to collect them.

While it is heart warming to read about
family collections and great collectors of
history like T. Harrison Garrett and John
Work Garrett, these multi-generational
efforts are the rare exceptions.

Average collectors even in their most
active years should have one eye on the
exit door. We are all just temporary custo-
dians of our collections anyway.

I think the greatest risks are for those
collectors whose holdings are too big to
ignore but too small to command a name
auction.

If the collector is young enough, these
holdings can be sold off over a number of
years to minimize the tax liability. Some
of the funds can even be plowed into
new collections. A collector should never
be entirely without coins, but reason-
able planning and execution will prevent
all those hard-earned assets from simply
being frittered away by unthinking heirs. .

Reprinted by permission from David C. Harper. David has been a coin collector since 1963.
He joined the Krause Publications editorial staff in 1978 and is currently editor of Numismatic
News and World Coin News. :

FIREE LIST OF $1.00 CHIPS

Jerry Hoover (R-2572)
10655 Kinnard Ave #204 Los Angeles, CA 90024-5339
Phone 310-441-1171 E-Mail jhoover7777@gmail.com
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Ray Gay Sales, Inc.
VR s Al
Buffalo, NY 14225 716-894-4686

"(USTOM PERSONALZED CHIPS

100 Chips - $0.70 each 500 Chips - $0.65 each 1,000 Chips - $0.60 each

Free Set-Up Free Artwork
Full Color Picture, G- By =, |1.5gm ABS
Logo or Text on  /Gsezaon VRSN | <5™o. «  Composite
Both Sides S ‘S ﬂ 8 Stripes

_' 9 Colors

Imprint Area - @@me Chip Dimension
1.25” - -8 1.5625"
We Accept High ?OQ R Texture Finish
Resolution JPEG, Over Inlay for

Professional Feel

Get your personalized chips to collect and
trade in time for the chip convention this
June 2016! Stop by my table at the
convention to learn about our SHOW
SPECIALS and to get a free sample chip

visa|@ | Send orders, inquiries & artwork to: rgschuck@roadrunner.com

PDF & Vector File Artwork
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For more info visit

| . = www.ccgtcc.com
AN NN

24" Annual

Casino”Collectibles Convention
June 23-25, 2016

Dozens of dealer tables. Daily educational seminars. Annual live auction of casino chips and memorabilia.
Buy, sell, or trade chips, silver strikes, tokens, slot cards, room keys, dice, playing cards, COINS,
ashtrays, matchbooks, swizzle sticks, TITOs, postcards, and more!

o
Sty

9777 Las Vegas Blvd. South
Las Vegas, NV 89183

Main Show Floor Times:
Thursday, June 23rd, 10:00am - 5:00pm

(Early entry at 9:00am for pre-registered members)
Friday, June 24th, 9:00am - 4:00pm
Saturday, June 25th, 9:00am - 3:00pm

Admission to show floor available with valid photo ID.

No admission charge on Saturday! $10.00 on Thursday, $5.00 on Friday and Free Saturday.
. Admission for all children 18 and younger is FREE
- Open to the public - any day when accompanied by an adult.
Check in at the CC&GTCC Registration Desk prior to entry.
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THE CC&GTCC CIRCUS OF FUN IS COMING TO TOWN!

ARE YOU READY TO JOIN US?

THE GREATEST,SHOW
&ﬂaé iuo Collectibles
Viox EARTHI

Presented to you by...

For more info visit
www.ccgtce.com

P P A A A A A

24" Annual

Casino”Collectibles Convention
June 23-25, 2016

The 24" Annual Convention of the Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collector’s Club (CC&GTCC) is
almost upon us! COME ONE AND COME ALL to the South Point for this year’s GREATEST (CASINO
COLLECTIBLES AND COIN) SHOW ON EARTH! From June 23 - 25, 2016, JOIN US under the BIG
TOP and along the MIDWAY to see what ASTOUNDING ITEMS our Dealers — our PURVEYORS AND
PROMOTERS OF THE PAST -- have brought to tempt and tantalize you! There will be VINTAGE
GAMING ITEMS and MEMORABILIA from around the U.S. and the world, including casino chips and

tokens, dice, silver trikes, playing cards, slot cards, room keys, ashtrays, matchbooks, swizzle $ticks, -
postcards and much more! Some Dealers are also bringing COINS as extra inducement for our attendees to
spend their “DUCATS” at our Show! Club merchandise, SOUVENIRS and other ITEMS TO ASTGUND will
also be available at the Club’s Promotions table. Roy Nelson, our Promotions Director, has some surprises
this year and we’re sure there will be something to entice everyone. Promotions will be at the back of the

Shoyvroom this year — just look for the banner and STEP RIGHT UP for Club souvenirs and much more!
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Paul Bendgr has aptly captured our CIRCUS theme for the CONVENTION PIN and it is sure to be a big “hit” so
get'one before all are sold out! Todd Barrett has, once again, lent his amazing creativity for all of our graphics
this year, includirig the CONVENTION COMMEMORATIVE CHIP and our silver and bronze medallions. For
. those who pre-registered, remember to use your DISCOUNT COUPON to take home a SOUVENIR from this
year’s show. The MEMORIES we hope you make this year will, of course, be FREE! ENJOY gach one!

i — S

_deoopirorh

OFF PURCHASES I |
|
|
i
|

AT, ANY DEALER TABLE/

DURING THE 2.47TH mnuilj: |

| ccsgreec
. CONVENTION ¥
| JUNE2328B, 2018 =
: fnmnqu'cuié _-

PMS 186 WHITE GOLD

BLACK

_Aswusual, our Convention will have GAMING TOURNAMENTS, educational SEMINARS, a silent and live
~ AUCTION, awesome and AMAZING EXHIBITS and member-only TRADE SESSIONS where you can
share your interests, your excess inventory, and your ENTHUSLASM with fellow collectors. You can trade;
+  but, you cannot sell at ﬂ"lese trade sessions! Please verify that your membership is current so that you can
participate in our trade sgssions!

1
-

QUR MEMBER ONLY TRADE SESSION times are:
Wednesday, June 22™ (9:30 am to 4 pm and 8 pm to 11 pm);
Thursday, June 23" (7 pm to 11 pm);

Friday, June 24" (6 pmto 11 pm);

Saturday, June 25" (7 pm to 11 pm).

If you want to attend the two (2) trade sessions on Wednesday, June 23", you must pre-register and pick
up your badge af the Registration Desk because General Admission doesn’t start until Thursday. A
Registration Badge and Club Membership are required for entry to all Trade Sessions, which will be

*held in the Napa ""A" Room across from the Showroom Floor.

CasiNO CoLLECTIBLE NEWS | Volume 29 Number 2 21



Our Annual Convention provides a FULL SCHEDULE for attendees filled with
FUN BVENTS and a wide range of opportunities. to learn more about our hobby, our club and
_ the HISEORY OF GAMING, not only in Nevada but around the U.S. and the World.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22M%;

9:00 am - Pre-Registration and banquet ticket pick-up only .
_ Dealers and Members
9:00 am - Dealer set-up begins — Grand Ballroom
Dealer credentials required for éntry
'9:30 am to 4: 00 pm - Member trade session — Napa A — rno sales
Registration badge required for entry
12 Noon - Blackjack Tournament — Casino floor
4:00 pm - Member trade session closes; Pre-Registration and Banquet ticket pick-up closes
5:00 pm - Dealer set-up closes.
5:00 pm - Cecktail hour — Sohoma A and B
6:00 pm - Early bird banquet — Sonema A and B - Guest speaker — Steve Cyr,
“Super Host” and Fourtder, ICS Consulting
Ticketed event — advance purchase only ((YoUR KEY! /.70, THE )
8:00 pm to 11:00 pm - Member trade session — Napa A — no sales  GREATEST
Registration badge required for entry . e

THURSDAY, JUNE 2882;

7:00 am - Dealer set-up continues — Grand Ballroom

Dealey credentials required for entry
8:00 am - Educational seminar — Sonama A ;

“Mississippi lllegals ” - Presented by ,Tom Henderson
8:00 am - Reglstratlon opens _
9:00-am - Early admission for pre-registered members — Grand Ballroom
10:00 am - 2016 show begins — Grand Ballroom
3:00 pm - Educational seminar — Sonoma A :

“Playing Around With My Chips Again” - Presented by Dick Bartley
5:00 pm - Show in recess until 9:00 am Friday
6:00 pm - Show floor secured ,
7:00 pm - Bruce Landau Memorial Auction — Sonoma A
7:00 pm to 11:00 pm - Member trade session — Napa A — no sales

Registration badge required for entry
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FRIDAY, JUNE 24T8:

7:00 am - Dealtrs with credentials may enter showroom
Dealer c¢redentials required for entry
8:00 am - Educational seminar — Sonoma A
“Secrets of the Chip Guide” - Presented by Charles Kaplan
8:30 am - Registration opens
9:00 am - Show floor opens — Grand Ballroom
11:00 am - Hall of Fame Committee meeting Napa A
12 noon - OTY Awards— Grand Ballroom
~ 12 noon - Ladies’ Luncheon — Reserved Area in the South Point Buffet
2:00 pm - Florida Collectors Club meeting - Napa A
3:00 pm - Educational seminar — Sonoma A
“Collecting Chips and Related Items of Gaming International’s WIN CARDS Program”
Presented by Jim Follis
4:00 pm - Show in recess until*9:00 am Saturday
5:00 pm - Show floor secured .
6:00 pm to 11:00 pm - Member trade session, Napa A  no sales
Registration badge required for entry
6:00 pm Poker Challenge — Poker room - Casino floor

SATURDAY, JUNE 25M:

7:00 am - Dealers with credentials may enter showroom

7:00 am - Clubs Presidents Meeting — Napa A

8:00 am - Annual CC&GTCC Business meeting  Sonoma A.

8:30 am - Registration opens

9:00 am - Show floor opens — Grand Ballroom

12:00 noon - “People’s Choice Awards” - Exhibit area — Grand Ballroom

3:00 pm - 2016 show closes — See you next year!

5:00 pm - All dealers must vacate show floor

5:00 pm to 7:00 pm - Volunteers’ Reception - Napa A
Invitation only

7:00 pm to 11:00 pm - “Last Dance” Member trade sesSion — Napa A — no sales
Registration badge required for entry

Times and locations are subject to change. Visit the club table for up to date details
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Every year is an election year in our Club! So, COME and cast your vote for the “PEOPLE’S CHOICE
AWAMRDS!” Voting takes place in the EXHIBITS area at the back of the room from the opening of the
- Show on Thursday morning until Saturday mid-morning.
The winners will be announced on Saturday, June 25", at 12 noon on the Showroom Floor.

“

In addition to enjoying the CLUB EXHIBITS, you will also want to spend time at the
"MUSEUM OF GAMING HISTORY (MOGH) DISPLAYS, adjacent to the Promotions tables. Besides MOGH
. merchandise and brochures, there wil] be a computer to show attendees how to use the Chip guide, a video
or slide show about the MOGH and its current exhibits at various local casinos and museums. There will
also be displays of interesting collectibles and some donated pieces including a light box with slot glass.
The MOGH’s membership officer will also be available to explain the MOGH program.

USEUM

Mjll

HISTORY

: Museumiof Gaming ;Jla.iwy

A Project of The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.

Dedicated to the preservation and education of Gaming History

"THE BRUCE LANDAU MEMORIAL AUCTION , organized by David Spragg and Jay Sands, is our Club’s
largest fund raiser! The Auction will tart at 7 pm, Thursday and will be held in the Sonoma “A” room.
COME SEE what’s available — there will be items guaranteed to ASTOUND and items you’ve always
‘dreamed of acquiring or items you never even knew existed! Our Auctioneer, Tyrus Mulkey, will be on
“hand to make the evening fun and will keep the bidding moving . . . so, if you wapt an item, bid with
determination! One of the THRILLS of collecting is to WIN that much-coveted item!

EARLY BIRD BANQUET

The evening will start with a Cocktail Hour at Spm and a sit-down plated Dinner at 6 pm.
Pre-Registration is required for both the Cocktail Hour and Dinner and only ticketed persons will be
admitted. Please pick up your “KEY” to the GREATEST EARLY BIRD BANQUET ON EARTH before

~ Registration closes at 4 pm. If you have not yet signed up for the Banquet, we may be able to accommodate
you if you call George Dmitrevsky immediately! Non-mempers may attend the Cocktail Hour and
Banquet when accompanied and paid for by a paid member. During the Cocktail Hour, remember to
purchase youf 30/50 BANQUET RAFFLE TICKETS from Dpllie and Johnny Ramsey and friends. The
tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 and ALL ptoceeds from this RAFFLE directly benefitthe Club!

Jim Kruse has outdone himself again this year in getting us an AMAZING -
KEYNOTE SPEAKER -- Mr. Steve Cyr, voted Las Vegas Life’s Best

Casino Host! Mr. Cyr has been featured in over 30 television shows and
 has been highlighted in numerous print publications and was the subject of a
“\__ controversial book, Whale Hunt in the Desert.

24 CasiNo CoLLECTIBLE NEWS | Volume 29 Number 2



Steve Cyr was born and raised in Salina, Kansas, a small town a world apart from the glitz and glamour
of Las Vegas, Nevada. The son of a Howard Johnson Hotel operator, Steve always planned on taking over
the family business! Steve regularly worked at the Howard Johnson and prided himself on delivering the
highest levels of customer service. '

Steve was acceptéd into the hotel management program at the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Once
there, the bright lights and frenetic pace of Las Vegas mesmerized him and immediately drew him in. Steve
took all the gambling-related classes he could, including casino management, marketing, artd mathematics.
Steve sought courses that provided him with a greater understanding of the probabilities and strategies of
the casino games and offered him insight into the psyche of the players. :

In his final year at-\UNLV, Steve was selected for a coveted internship at the Barbary Coast, working
under renowned casino mogul Michael Gaughan. This internship became a turning point in Steve’s life.
Steve stalked the casinos, trying to figure out how to apply the lessons learned in college to the behaviors
displayed by the players and employees on the casino floor. Steve would lie on the catwalks with
binoculars, watching the players and studying the action.

Steve learned both sides of the industry — Service and Strategy. He develbped an inside perspective into
the games and the players. After graduation in 1991, Steve was hired by Park Place and began his career as
" aslot host at Caesar’s Palace and was quickly promoted to senior host at the Hilton. During his nine year

career at Park-Place, Steve was consistently the largest producing casino host. He brought in some of the
biggest players and generated over $33 milfion for the' Las Vegas casino properties.

For a young farm boy who came to Las Vegas chasing his dreams, Steve Cyr is now living them! Arriving
with no *juice,” Steve Cyr is now the man with all the juice and he delivers all the fantasies of Las Vegas to
the rich, famous and infamous from around the world!

EDUCATIONAL SEMINARS:

Jim Kruse is our Educational Director and he has scheduled some GREAT SEMINARS this year — two on
Thursday and two on Friday at 8 am and 3 pm each day. We hope that you will be able to attend some, if
not all, of these seminars as they fulfill the educational purpose of our Club in a most interesting, fun and
personal way! : ,

+  On Thursday, June 23 at 8am (Sonoma A) - Tom Henderson Presents:

“Mississippi Illegal Chips: Context, Connections, Characters”

om Henderson lives in Clinton, MS; went to college at the University of Southern
ississippi and Florida State University; and will soon retire as Library director at
illsaps College, Jackson, MS. Tom has collected Mississippi illegals since about
2005, and also collects Gulf Coast postcards and ephemera. His research is focused™
on Mississippi gambling and prohibition history, Gulf Coast tourism, and genealogy.
CCGTCC mgmber R8545.
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On Thursday, June 23" at 3pm (Sonoma A) - Dick Bartley Presents;
" “Playing With My Chips Again

"Dick Bartley is a 15 year CC&GTCC member living in Falls Church, Virginia.
e Became a casino chip collector in 1999 after bringing several chips home from
Ha trip to Las Vegas. Dick has been a local and network radio broadcaster for over
40 years and was inducted into the National Radio Hall of Fame in 2000. You can
W'find further information at www.dickbartley.com.*

On Friday, June 24" at 8am (Sonoma A) - Charles Kaplan Presents:
“Secrets of the Chip Guide.”

harles Kaplan, LM-115-48, is the Museum of Gaming History Vice-Chairman and
ebmaster, consultant and administrator of the ChlpGUIde Vice-President of the
Atlantic City Cas1no.Collect1bles Club, CCGTCC convention Seminar Speaker and
olunteer, and frequenﬂy p_rovides articles for Casino Chip and Gaming Token News.

Chasles is a casino ch1p collector who specializes in the Caribbean, obsolete $1 Nevada
ChlpS and $1 chips from everywhere. ;

On Friday, June 24" at 3pm (Sonoma A) Jim Follis will Present
“Collecting Chips and Related Items of Gaming International’s WIN CARDS Program”

Sim has been the CC&GTCC’s: OTY Awards Chairman since 2002, Exhibit Chairman

@ since 2014, On-Line Communications Director 2002 -2008, Membership Recruitment

" Committee Chairman/Planning Committee Chairman 2008 -2013. Jim also assists the
CC&GTCC’s Museum of Gaming History’s local (Las Vegas) Exhibits at the El Cortez
and Plaza casinos. In addition to C({l‘lecting WIN CARDS related items, Jim also has a niche interest in
casino tagged, America’s Bi-Centennial chips, dice, coins and related collectibles. He also collects chips
from around the World and maintains a website to register serial numbers of Sahara Plaques and maintains
the “TOP 10’s to 100! website that features over 100 different collectors’ favorite TOP-10 chips in their

. collection or wanted for their collection.

These seminars  provide us all with the opportumty to expand our knowledge of this hobby we so much enjoy!
So, COME ONE AND COME. ALL! LEARNING IS FUN!
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“EXHIBITS AND THE “PEQPLES’ CHOICE AWARDS”:
PERSONALIZEDEXHIBITS are one of the highlights of the Convention and all members are encouraged to
enter an exhjbit. The exhibits that members display show their collecting specialties and interests, and can
eifher be competitive (i.e., eligible for a trophy) or non-competitive.

These Exhibits are many members’ favorite “SIDE. SHOW” as we all enjoy seeing what our “fellow members
collegt!

Although the votes have been cast for.the “OTYs,” you still have an opportunity to VOTE FOR YOUR
FAVORITE EXHIBIT AT THE CONVENTION! EVERY VOTE COUNTS - this is, after all, an election year!
Members can start voting as soon as the “MIDWAY” opens on Thursday, June 23™. Voting will continue until
Saturday, June 25%. Jim Follis, Exhibit Chairman, will announce the winners of the “PEOPLES’ CHOICE
AWARDS?” on the Showroom Floor at 12 noon on Saturday, June 25"

Exhibits and Exhibitors for the 2016 Convention Exhibits z{nd People’s Choice Awards

COMPETITIVE Exhibits and Exhibitors NON-COMPETITIVE EXHIBITS
(Eligible for the People’s Choice Awards,
1% or 2 Place) % - Title: “Examples of the CC&GTCC, Inc.’s, Standards
: . and Archives Committee’s, Grade and Conditions
Terry Shaffer, LM 5645-161 . . "Descriptions™
Title: “Illegal Gambling Clubs of Toledo” Michael Knapp, Standards and Archlves Committee
a Director
Jerry BirLLM 0774-27 : ouh
Title: *Don’t Gamble - . Title: “2015 OTY Nominees”
Advertise. A Unique Collection of Vintage Dice Jim Follis and Casey Focazio-Follis, OTY Awards
Advertising Paperweights” . Chairman afxd Assistant
Mike Quinlivan LM 3194-54 Title: “Carey Burke’s Remembrances”
Title: “The Flamingo Capri Revisited... Again” Carey Burke, CC&GITCC, Inc., Co-Chairman
Stevé Palumbo LM 6711-249 Title: “The Permanent Collection of All Past OTY Award
Title: “Casino Satin” Winners”

Jim Folljs, OTY Awards Chairman

Charles Sandes LM 0222-239
Title: “Collectjble Casino Cigarette Lighters”

James kruse LM 063232
Title: “2016 ¥ear of the Monkey Chips”

" Dave Pawson R-8725
Title: “Betting on Patriotism”

Jerry Vergatos LM 8093-241 ’
Title: “Personal Players Club Cards”

Charles Kaplan LM 0115-148
Title: “A Selectign of*Caribbean Chips”
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YOLUNTEERS:
Volunteeré are critical to making our Convention possible! Please sign up to spend a few hours helping out
with ‘set-up and (especially) tear-down, the Auction, the promotions table, the membership table and the
Museum of Gaming History table and other areas where a smiling face and a helping hand are more than
welcome!

If ydu are interested in volunteering some time to our Club, please contact Dave or Debbie Harber (our
Volunteer “WINDJAMMERS”) at dave@lasvegas-chips.com . You may also leave a message for Debbie or
Dave;at 702/877-9052.

NEW THIS YEAR — Doug Smith (our “RINGMASTER”) and the Board of Directors (our “TENTMASTERS”)
will sponsor a HOSPITALITY SUITE to thank our VOLUNTEERS for all of their efforts in making this
Convention happen! The Hospitality Suite will be open on Saturday, June 25" from 5 pm to 7 pm and
FOOD and LIBATIONS will be provided! Exact location will be: prov1ded to Volunteers at the Convention.

We are pleased and thankful to acknowledge the following Committee Chairs and

Coordmators (our “WINDJAMMERS”) for the Club’s 2016 Convention:

Pre-Registration Director, George Dmitrevsky

On-site Registration/Badge Pick-up Director, Brenda Black

Set-Up/Tear-Down Co-Chairmen, Steve Palumbo & Alan Schuyler

Volunteer Coordirators, Debbie & Dave Harber

Graphics Designer, Todd Barrett

Convention Program Editor, Allan Anderson ‘ -

Prometions and Property Director, Roy Nelson

Education Seminar Director, Jim Kruse .

Bru‘}pe Landau Memorial Auction Co-Chairmen, David Spragg & Jay Sands

Auctioneer, Tyrus Mulkey

Black-Jack and Poker Tournaments Director, Jerry Vergatos

Banquet Master of Ceremonies, Wayné Thompson

Banquet Speakerand Speaker Host, Jim Kruse

Banquet Raffle Coordinators, Dollie & John Ramsey.

Banquet Decorations Coordinator, Sharrol Haglund

Ladies’ Luncheon Coordinator, Marion Engel

Convention Photographers, Qu1nt1n Kamm, Dick Covington & Mark Lighterman

© “OTY” Chairman, Jim Follis
ExRibits and “People’s Choice Awards,” Casey Focazio-Follis

Casino Collectibles News Editors, Steve Miller & Robb McPherson

Publicity and Advertising Difector, Cale Guthmiller : )

Hall of Fame President, Jim Steffner ‘

Youth Program Coordinators, Terri Lonski & Gayle Pleau
COME, join us under the BIG TOP and ON THE MIDWAY and partake in all that this year’s 24" annual
CC&GTCC Convention has to offer! 'We are very much looking forward to seeing YOU ALL this year!

Sheldon and Christine Smith
2016 Convention Co-Chairs (your PITCHMEN).

sheldon655@hotmail.com

christinel245(@live.com
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See you in 2017 for the CC&GTCC’s 25" Annual Convention!
SAVE THE DA’I;ES: JUNE 22 TO JUNE 24, 2017 WITH DEALER SET-UP ON JUNE 215M

As your Convention Chairs, we want you all to know that this Convention could not occur without the
countless hours donated by our Convention Staff, including Club officers, committee“chairs, directors,
coordinators, and members who volunteer their time, talents and energy! If you weren’t able to volunteer this
year, 5lease keep it in mind for next year! This Convention is brought about FOR THE CLUB AND BY THE
CLUB! Thanks for your participation! :

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

Local Club Happenings -

SOUTHERN NEVADA CASINO COLLECTIBLES CLUB -

Our meetings are the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 7PM! The trading and/or selling of casino memorabilia
can commence as early as 6PM and will resume following the meeting. You are invited for the meeting and/
or the trading sessions. We meet at the EI Cortez Casino in downtown Las Vegas! The address is 600 E.
Fremont St. We have an auction. You are welcome to email me if you cannot make it in person with your
highest bid and your CCGTCC or local membership number and which lot-you want to bid on! The meetings
are pretty short; lots of fun BEFORE, DURING and AFTER!

HOUSTON CHIP CLUB

Our membership collects nearly everything casino, but there is an abundance of Texas and Galveston area

illegals’ Members are urged to bring items for show and tell, we have 'seen some great collectibles over the

years. After losing our great President Frank Chalfant, Doug Smith will take over till the next election. We

meet on Wednesdays at 7:00 PM at the Tracy Gee Center 3599 Westcenter Drive Houston TX. Meeting
" dates for 2016 are May 4th, July 6th, September 7th, November 9th. '

NY METRO CHIP CLUB

The club met in Novemeber at the Knights of Columbus Bethpage. Pete runs a very nice meeting, snacks
and drinks. It was a small group this year, it was a tough football day. There was a nice trading session and
“door prizes.
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2016 CONVENTION

BLACKJACK AND POKER TOURNAMENTS

BLACK JACK TOURNAMENT AND POKER CHALLENGE:

As in the past; both the Black Jack Tournament and the Poker Challenge will be held at the South Point in their
respective locations on the casino floor and poker room during the CC&GTCC Annual Convention. The Tournaments
are open to current CC&GTCC regular, life and associate members only (age 21+). Daily Convention Membership does
NOT qualify for entry in the tournaments. Both Tournaments require a minimum number of entries. Full tournament
rules will be available at the Tournaments. Registration for both tournaments MUST be done on the Convention
Registration Form and MUST be paid by check. The Registration form is included in the Club Magazine and will also be
available on-line after January 15, 2016.

The Black Jack Tournament will begin at 12 noon on Wednesday, June 22nd. The entry fee
is $70 per player. Each player receives 3,000 in NCV tournament chips each round. The bet
limits are: 25 minimum/3000 maximum. A maximum of 54 players will be accepted and we|
anticipate that there will be three (3) preliminary rounds, followed by one semi-final round,
finishing with one final round. Players will be scheduled to play in one of the preliminary
rounds (12:00 noon, 1:00 pm or 2:00 pm). If a player does not advance to the semi-final
round, re-entries into a later initial round will be accepted (if space is available) at $70 per re-
entry. The 2:00 pm round may be cancelled, if warranted. Final round players win a portion
of the net prize pool, which is dependent upon the number of players.

The Poker Challenge will be held on Friday, June 24th starting at 6:00 pm. The entry fee is $90 per player. Each
player receives 5,000 in NCV tournament chips. The format will be no limit Texas Hold’em. Blinds start at 25-25 and
limits and antes increase each period of play. Minimum bet and raise increments are
equal to the big blind, unless all-in. Tables and seats will be assigned prior to the start
of the tournament. If seats for the Poker Challenge are still available, Players.can sign
up at the convention; but, as always, it’s on a first-come, first-served basis. Tables will
be consolidated periodically throughout the Tournament. Finalists will be paid in the
order of finish, based on the number of players.

As a special prize Jerry Vergatos the tournament director will be donating two engraved
bottles of Woodford Reserve. For the poker tournament the first person who has the
highest had in the tournament will receive a specially engraved bottle with the club logo. The bottle will say tournament
“High Hand". For the blackjack tournament the person who is eliminated first, will be awarded a specially engraved
bottle with the inscrition “First Qut”.

Please join us for a great time and register early so that we can get a good idea of how many participants will be this
year's tournament.

A special set of souvenir chips may be purchased at the tournaments from Jerry Vergatos, our Tournament Director,

or at the Club Table during the Convention. IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT.EITHER TOURNAMENT, please email
Jerry at vergatos@msn.com
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THE 2016
ANNUAL CCRGTCC
CONVENTION RAFFLE

Want to win some great prizes and
support the CC&GTCC

THIS YEAR THE
PRIZE POOL INCLUDES
h- $100 South Point Gift Cards
4— Custom Sets of100 Personal Chips
4—Custom Engraved Bottles with Club & MOGH Logos
IRULU eXpro XI- 7 Inch Android Tablet
Silver Aces Set — Valued at $250
Set of 24 Fiesta Royal Flush $5 Chips
Awesome 4th Issue Flamingo $5 Chip

Tickets are $10 each or 3 for §25
and available at the Rafle Table
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Over 2,000 Chips, 300 Tokens, Dice, Slot Cards, Matchbooks, Posteards and |
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SBINETTIS
HOME)GAMING SUPPLIES s

Candy Store For Real Gamblers
www.spinettisgaming.com

Be sure to check out 1000°’s of collector chips,
cards and dice for sale right
in downtown Las Vegas.

CHARLESTON BLVD

HALF A MILE SOUTH OF THE PLAZA CASINO AT COMMERCE AND MAIN
810 S. Commerce St. Las Vegas, NV 89106

www.spinettisgaming.com Custom poker chips
Vegas souvenirs

casino tables
display cases
customized cards
and dice

We buy casino memorabilia,
chips, cards and dice

Call 702-362-8767 support@spmettls com
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WANTED

For Cash: Your loose chips, individual

chips, or complete collections!

TOLL FREE
(800) LUCK - 707

LOOKING FOR

OBSOLETE

NEVADA CHIPS
SCOTT HARTMAN — “THE CHIP MAN”

9811 W. Charleston Blvd., Suite 2-433, Las Vegas, Nevada 89117

Toll Free (800) 582-5707
Web: www.chipman.com ¢ E-mail: scott.thechipman@gmail.com
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Museum of Gaming History.

A Project of The Casino Chip & Gaming Token Collectors Club, Inc.

From casual polos to fashionable long sleeve button
down shirts, all items are offered in approved colors
and styles, as well as decorated with the Museum’s
logo. The Museum of Gaming History invites you
to browse the store and we hope you enjoy your
shopping experience. All proceeds from the sale
of these garments goes to the Museum of Gaming
History.

Visit the Museum of Gaming History at www.themogh.org.
The on-line museum has many great features including “This Week in Gaming History”,
On line videos, plus, 1000’s of photos and scans are being loaded.

Visit the Greg Susong
Digital Media Center!

at the Museum of Gaming History

The Greg Susong Digital Media Center is dedicated to Casino Chip and Gaming Token
Collectors Club Hall of Fame member Greg Susong. Greg is one of those who brought the
Internet to chip and token collecting. His website, The ChipGuide, was one of the first sites
|devoted entirely to chip and token collecting, and serves as a tremendous resource for collectors
throughout the world. His work has been kindly donated to the Museum and will be continued

to be updated at the Museum of Gaming History.

Visit it today at
museumofgaminghistory.org
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The $25¢ Collector is now
collecting Manufacturer
Sample chips

Still collecting $25 and 25¢ chips from all
over Nevada, but now adding Manufacturer
Sample chips to my collection.

Please contact me if you have $25, 25¢ or
Manufacturer Sample chips to sell.

Nate Pincus

P.O. Box 693, Havertown, PA 19083
610-507-1115 nate@chipcollector.com

Direct Order Center

Las Vegas and Gaming Collectibles, Souvenirs & Merchandise,
Playing Cards, Casino, Gaming and Poker Supplies, Postcards,
Photo Albums, Frames, Ornaments and much more.

Visit our website and place your order online 24/7:

www.LasVegasGiftStoreOnline.com

Direct Order Center P.O. Box 1063 Lake Zurich, IL 60047
Phone or Fax: 847-540-7790 E-mail: sales@directordercenter.com
CC&GTCC LM 172

www.DirectOrderCenter.com

Christine and Sheldon Smith

¢'
ONENEVADADOLLAR,

our eBay user ID,
take this opportunity to thank all of
the people who have purchased casino
memorabilia from us.

Watch for our future sales on eBay and
elsewhere. What a great hobby!

— Gk Yo

DOWNTOWN
LAS VEGAS EXHIBIT

Foce Adisseission

HOTEL K CASING 3

AS VEGAS, NEVADA

Bisa
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The Member's Corner

Jerry Birl LM-0774-27

This issue of Member’s Corner features Jerry Birl, LM-0774-27.
When writing these articles, | hope to give an insight into some of
the great people in our club. |look for people who | have come in
contact in past conventions and from the local chapter here in Las
Vegas. There is always a back story on what motivates ali of us
in ourclub. | hope you find it just as interesting as | do! Without

further delay, | present to you JERRY BIRL.

Vergatos: Welcome Jerry Birl-to Members
Corner! Please tell us what got you started
collecting casino chips and memorabilia.

Birl: Well, Jerry, we have to.go back to the
beginning when | first began gambling in a
casino. | lived in Delaware and in 1978 when
the casinos began to open in Atlantic City, | went
up and checked them out. These were the first
casinos | ever visited as curiously | did not visjt
Las Vegas until 1990. | was born in 1946 and
| could have gone to gamble in Las Vegas as
early as 1967 at age 21. But for various reasons,
| was 44 years old before | set foot in a Vegas
casino. Looking back now, | often wonder what
great chips | could have obtained if | had gone
to Vegas'in my twenties. Enough of that wishful
thinking, let's get back to the roots of my chip
collecting odyssey!!

In the late 1970s, | began collecting all sorts of
odd and curious USiand foreign coins, medals,
tokens, badges etc. My Father had been a
stamp and coin collector so | had been exposed
to cdllecting all my life. As an old friend once
told me, {The apple didn't fall very far from the
tree” as | was a collector just like my Dad. When
| first ventured into the Atlantic’ City casinos. |
was not attracted to collecting chips but rather
playing all ‘sorts of casino games — Blackjack,
Craps, Baccarat and especially, Roulette. | really
enjoyed the atmosphere and the interaction
with other gamblers at the Roulette table as the
wheel spun and the ball landed on one of my
numbers. . :

My first chips that | can remember collecting,
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were “souvenirs” of great nights that | had at the
Roulette table. The first chip | can remember
“saving” was from a roulette table at the High
Sierra Casino when | visited Lake Tahoe in
1985. | was on a trip to Hawaii with my Mother
(my Dad had passed away earlier that year) and
| was acting as Mom'’s tour guide on a trip she
had always dreamed of taking. Well, | got on
a hot streak and won at almost every Roulette
table in the casino. Along the way, | pocketed
a Roulette chip as a femembrance of my
good fortune. That was the first Roulette chip |
“Harvested”, but it would not be the last!!

Over the next few years, | continued to gamble

‘and occasionally took home a few other “sou-

venir’-chips.” In May of 1992, | was in Atlantic
City playing Roulette at Caesars. | would often
spend hours and hours at a Roulette table —
waiting to score a big win. | took a break from
the tables and wandered out on the Atlantic City
boardwalk. There was a shopping mall on a
pier across from Caesars; | went in, got some
caramel popcorn, and-began walking thru the
mali. As | passed the usual array of shoe stores
and knick-knack shops, | saw a shop with a win-
dow full of casino chips. | was intrigued by the
display and went in to see what was going on. |
was immediately greeted by a very friendly fel-
low in a Casino dealer’s ouffit. That guy was Bob
Mera (A future member of the GG&GTCC Hall
of Fame). Within minutes | had not only pur-
chased some old AC $1.00 chips, but | had also
signed .up to be a member of the CC&GTCC.
My life was changed forever on that fateful day
as | became a true and certified Chip Collector!!



Vergatos: What do you collect and how long
have you‘been collecting those items?

Birl: ~As | mentioned, | began coilecting
casino chips and memorabilia 24 years ago

. in May of 1992. o

- Like most collectors, | collected all sorts of N :
chips: in the beginning, but after a while | | /==<<s S«
realized that you have to narrow your focus [~ <5< 5= 7 I
and find things that really appeal to you. N
When | collected coins, tokens, medals, \ E—

etc., | was attracted to the odd and curious
stuff and not the standard nickels, dimes
 and quarters. With chip collecting, | again
was attracted to the unusual stuff — Roulette
.. chips, NCVs, lllegal Club chips, etc. )

1l

My collection today includes the following items:

1. Roulette chips‘(American style clay, plastic,
ceramic but not jetons) from all over the world.

aall | have around 20.000 different roulette chips,
¥ | started collecting these in 1992. '

¥l 2. Large Crown Mold chips of all kinds. | really
like the look of the Large Crown Mold and | now
M| have over 1000 of these chips. I got my first Large
« Crown chip in 1999. 2 '

3. lltegal Club chips from all over the US — mostly -
non-denominational chips except from a few areas
like Hot Springs, Arkansas; New Orleans, Louisiana
E T TFRT #| and East Cape Girardeau, lllinois where | also
RINe R fat 11 collect the denominated chips. I've been collecting
B 'T'O'\'”;\' MBU“’!S .' l lllegal chips for about 20 years. :

4. Manufacturer's Sample and 'Prototype chips from old and new manufacturers. Once again, | usually
collect only the non-denominated samples with a few exceptions. | have thousands and thousands of
“these chips. | have collected these samples for at least 15 years.

. 5. Crest and Seal chips —not a major collection probably less than a 1000 chips.

- 6. All CC&GTEC related chips from Conventions and chip shows, and also Collector’s personal
+ chips. This segment of my collection began at the first CC&GTCC, Convention‘in 1993.

7. Advertising and assorted UFC chips. It is fun to collect the UFCs and try to find out where they were
used. | probably picked up my first UFC in the mid 1990s: '

8. Slot cards and room‘keys. I am pot an avid collector of these items, but I pick up lots and lots of
them as I travel all over the US on my way to the Annual Convention in Las Vegas. I do have a special-
collection of over 2000 different slot cards with my name on them. I began building my personal slot
card collection in 2001 when I went on my first cross country trip to the Convention.

9. I collect Roulette Scorecards and Gambling Guides, and some other interesting paper items
from various casinos. I have some of these from the 1980s that I took home before I really started
collecting chips. I used to manually keep track of the Roulette numbers before the casinos put in the
towers that show the numbers that have recantly hit. -
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10. Whimsical and Cartoon Roulette related
Postcards from Monte Carlo, Monaco. |
believe that | acquired my first one of these
post cards at an antique show 15 to 20 years
ago. These post cards are kind of rare and
you dof't see them around much.

11. Tokens frem Atlantic City casinos up to
$25.00 and all related tokens produced by |
AC Casinos. | got interested’in these tokens | §
about 20 years ago and picked up most
of them directly from slot machlnes or. the
cashier’s cage.
12. \NCV, Tournament, Advertising, Training |
School, Fun Night and all other Special use
_chips from Atlantic City, NJ area. | no longer
collect rack chips or L.E.s from Atlantic City
- (I have sold or cashed in these chips over 2 ‘
- the few years.) - 13. Plaques and Jetons and other items from the
L5 Baden Baden Casino in Germany. | got interested
in Baden Baden items wWhen | visited this fabulous
old casino on a trip to Europe in 2010. 4

14. Any type of chip or token that has an image

+of a Roulette Wheel on it. | have developed this
specialized collection over the last 15 years. | really
like these chips.

15. | also collect Adve;tlsmg Related Dice
Paperweights. Don't ask me why —| just like them!!

16. Inlaid, Engraved and Embossed antique poker
chips off'all kinds.

17. Finally, | also collect anything else related to
Roulette - including full size 32" Roulette wheels,
mini Roulette Wheels, Roulette jewelry, Roulette
advertising, Roulette wrist watches and pocket
' watches, china and glassware, ashtrays, etc, etc,
etc.

Well thas it — a neat little collection.” No
wonder | was given the name of “Mr. Roulette”
many years ago by Bob Mera - the man who
first introduced me to this wonderful Hobby. If
it's related to Roulette, | probably have it, or | ,
am looking for it!!
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Vergatos: Where do you live, are you married, children, and grandchildren. What was your career
and are ypu now still working or are you retired?

[

‘ 70TH BIRTHDA' FAMILY AT A ITEﬁHINESI:RESTAIU 5
4 .u_. il _ &

Birl; | just turned 70 years old young) on March 29, 2016. | have been retired for 15 years and |
live with my wife Nancy on the property where | was born and raised.- We have a nice modest home
complete with two rooms-devoted to my Chlp collecting, located on the Indian River in Southern
_ Delaware. :

| have three sons, three grandsons and one granddaughter. Nancy also has a son and a daughter
and two grandsens. Her daughter‘and grandsons unfortunately live in the Amsterdam, and we have
to settle on seeing them via Skype.

| enjoy spending time with my grandchildren -and attending their school activities and sports. My
oldest grandson is a freshman at Arizona State University and | was*able to spend some quality time
with-him during Super Bowl Weekend after | had attended the Chip Show at Arlzona Charlie's in Las
Vegas this past January.

Before | retired in 2001, | had worked as a Union Officer and Representatlve fer 33 years. | ended
my career with'Local 27 UFCW after several mergers with various local and International Unions. |
was also Chairman of a Health and Welfare Fund for 25 years that provided Health benefits to nearly
5000 union members and their dependents.

- Vergatos: What do you like most about our club and what do you like the least?
Birl: | love the Annual Convention and all the activities that take place during Convention week.
| joined the Club for the fun of collecting and the enjoyment of interacting with Club members who
share a common Hobby. | try my best to get along with everyone | deal with in ourgreat Hobby.
| do NOT enjoy the pefty bickering and sometimes personal insults that pop-up between members
who post on the Chip Board. This Hobby should be a source of fun and enjoyment, not disputes and
controversies. | had to dea!l with problems all my life as a Union representative,-and chip collecting
was a great diversioh from my daily routine and a very rewarding pastime.
A
Vergatos: If you were speaking to a new member, what advice would you give them?
Birl: | enjoy méeting new membefs/collectors and | always tell them.that chip collecting is a Hobby,
and to find something that interests them, and to find out as much as they can about that collecting
area. | encourage new members to look around at all the different facets of our Hobby, and to do their
homework and research before spending a lot of money on chips or other items.
| urge them to buy books and catalogs and to check out all the websites that are devoted to collecting
chips and other gaming memorabilia.
Finally, | tell them that collecting casino and gambling itemsis not an investment but a Hobby that
brings great pIeasure to anyone who devotes'the time and effort to pursuing their collecting passion.
Simply, collect what you really like and you will be get years of fun and enjoyment from this Hobby.
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Vergatos: Tell our readers something about yourself that nobody would know about you.

Birl: There are obviously many, many things that | have done in my life that most readers would not

know about me. | nearly drowned in a tragic accident at my home when | was only two years old —

luckily | survived and | am here today 68 years later answering these questions!

At the age of seventeen on August 28, 1963, | was in Washington, DC and heard the famous Martin

Luther King “I have a Dream” speech.

In 1974, | speht a semester at- Harvard University attending the Trade Union Program - studying with
. a select group of 30 Union Ieaders from all over the world along with MBAs from the Harvard School

of Business. .

Vergatos: Can you give us some clue as to what your Exhibit theme W|II be at this year’s Convention?

How many of your exhibits were voted 1st place?

Birl: | truly enjoy exhibiting portions of my various collections at the Annual Convention. My hope js

that my Exhibits will encourage other collectors to share their collections with their fellow collectors

and maybe .inspire someone to start collecting. | will have another Exhibit at this year's Convention
~ titled “Don’t Gamble — Advertise”, that's all | can tell ydu at this time!!

| have been fortunate enough to-win the 1st Place award five times in 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008 and

2012. | have also finished in 2nd Place on.3 other occasions.

I have also had great success with displaying Exhibits in the Casino Chip and Token Category at the

ANA (American Numismatic Association). | won 1st Place awards at the ANA National Conventlons

in 2004, 2006, 2010 and 2012-and 2nd Place awards in 2005 and 2008.

Vergatos What direction would you like to see the club go in the next five years?

Birl: Obviously, | would like to see the Club grow and prosper in the coming years, to continue
the expansion of the MOGH and increase the number of Exhibits that are being put up in various
casinos, not only in' Las Vegas but possibly in other areas around the country. -

| also-believe there are many collectors in foreign countries we should reach out to and encourage
to join our Club. | believe we should support the expansion of regional Clubs and local chip shows
in-any way pOSSIble

| am certain there are lots of chip and casino memorabilia collectors out there who don’t even realize
there is a Club and all the benefits that the Club provides. We just need more exposure and activities.

L
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Vergatos: Can you give me the top 10 things you love about our hobby with 10 being the lowest
and 1 being the best?

Birl:

1. Meeting fellow collectors and making friends. | truly love the personal interaction the hobby
provides.

2. Attending the Convention and all the associated activities

3. Cataloging, arranging, storing and just plain enjoying my chips and other items that | have
collected.

4. “Harvesting” chips — although | don't do it as much as lused to.

5. 'Discovering new and previously unknown chips-and other items.

6. Traveling across country seeing all the sights along the way and visiting all the different casinos.

7. Completing various collections — getting all of something is a real accomplishment.

8. Documenting and gathering information about the old illegal clubs that operated in various parts

of the country.
9. Exhibiting chips and other items at the Convention.
10. Selling chips and other items — so | can buy more stuff for my own collection.

Vergatos: |'ve seen from your chipboard postings that you start off early for the convention travelling
through many places before you get to the convention, what are some of the more interesting places
you have been to on your journeys?

Birl: Ever since | retired in 2001, | have driven across country every year to attend the Convention
in Las Vegas. This year will mark the 16th time | have completed this journey. Each year | take a
different route depending on what | am doing and who is traveling with me. Two of my sons and my
wife have traveled wijth me over the years. | start in Delaware and obviously*head West with quite
a few twists and turns_ along the way. My trips last from a minimum of 3 %2 to as much as 5 weeks,
including a full week being spent in Vegas for the Convention. -

Many times | will pass by Las Vegas on the way out and go as far as San Francisco, Los Angeles
or San Diego. | do this if the US Open golf tournament is being held in California the week before
the Chip Convention. | am a big Tiger Woods fan and | enjoy seeing him play in the US Open. In
2008, | had the pleasure of seeing him win the US Open at Torrey Pines in San Diego. Unfortunately,
this is the last “Major” golf tournament he has won. However, | have some great stories to tell the
Grandkids about how | followed him around for 91 holes until he finally clinched the victory.

As far as “Natural Wonders” and other attractions — | have been to the Gateway Arch in St. Louis,
Churchill Downs in Louisville, Pike's Peak, Rocky Mountain National Park, Royal Gorge and many
other places in Colorado, Monument Valley, Grand Canyon, Sgdona in Arizona, Yosemite National
Park, Monterey Peninsula and Death Valley in California, Bryce Canyon, Zion Canyon and the Great
Salt Lake tn Utah.

| have also visited iots and lots of large cities along the way — Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis, Louisville, St. Louis, Kansas City, Omaha, Denver, Salt
Lake City, Reno, San Francisco, Los Angeles, Phoenix, Albuquerque, San Antonio, Austin, Dallas,
Houston, Little Rock, Memphis, New Orleans, Mobile, Atlanta, Charlotte, Richmond, Washington
DC, Baltimore and all points in between. Over the last 15 years | have traveled nearly 120,000
miles on my trips to the Convention. And | have enjoyed every bit of it except for a couple of freak
accidents that happened along the way (but that's another story).
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Then there are also the small and out of the way places where | have had some of my greatest chip
“‘Adventures”. In East Cape Girardeau, lllinois on the banks of the Mississippi River, | satin a pickup
truck in Miles Hill's front yard, and he gave me some old illegal club chips from the Thunderbird club
while telling me stories about when he owned the Thunderbird Club back in the 1950s.

Another fabulous encounter was in Arkansas, when an antique dealer took me to his house, went
out in the barn and got an old iron skillet full of long forgotten poker chips as his wife cooked up a
“Southern™ style dinner for me. The chips were all from the illegal casinos that had operated in the
Hot Springs, Arkansas area. That was a great and unexpected find, and | am still friends with the
antique dealer and his wife to this day.

Yes, | would say | have been to some “real interesting” places in my journeys!!

Jerry Birl’s Einal Words:

Well, | hope these are NOT my final words as | plan on continuing my “My Chip Adventures” for
many years to come. Fellow collectors have said to me “Jerry, why do you drive cross country every
year to go to the Convention?” My answer is simple “There will be a day when | can't!!” Looking
forward, next year (2017) will be a real milestone year for me in the Hobby. It will be my 25th year
as a member of the Club and my 25th Convention with a Dealer’s tabie. | plan on some really neat
things to mark this special occasion.

Finally, | will strive to continue daily to accumulate knowledge and to enhance and live up to my Club
nickname of “Mr. Roulette”. | sincerely hope, |-will be able to share my passion for collecting and
knowledge of Roulette chips and other casine memorabilia with all my fellow collectors for many
years to come.

Jerry Vergatos Final Words:

As always, | am taken back as to the passion of the members | have interviewed for these articles and
Jerry Birllis no exception! | met Jerry three years ago while we were competing in the exhibit area.
| found him to be very approachable and sincere. His displays are excellent and very interesting. |
even found myself voting for his display over mine. In my opinien, they should consider changing
the award title to the: Jerry Birl Award. For those going to this year’s convention, you should stop by
and visit Jerry at his booth and also see his great exhibit. You can reach Jerry at his email jerrybirl @
verizon.net.
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Joseph Valachi summed up most of American’s
knowledge of Omaha, Nebraska, while being
questioned by the 1963 Senate Rackets Committee.
When asked about his mob dealings in the cornhusker
city, Joseph answered, “Where in hell is Omaha?”

Not known for its gambling history, Nebraska is
often overlooked as a center of illegal activity. In fact,
by the time the senate got around to questioning
mobsters about their Midwestern geographic
unfamiliarity, Omaha had already witnessed six decades
of being a center for illegal activity of all kinds.

Mob boss Tom Dennison

Its entrance into the
new century would be
anything but quiet for
the city of Omaha as
the year 1900 would
mark the arrival of an
enterprising character
named Tom Dennison.
As a youth, the lIrish
immigrant followed the
prospectors through-
out the west. He left
the hard work of
finding the gold to the laborers, and instead
concentrated on ways of separating the workers from

their daily profits through saloons and gambling casinos.
His prosperity grew, but he yearned to grow some roots
and find real power.

When he arrived in Omaha, he saw a wide open
city and wasted no time to establishing himself as the
vice boss, establishing saloons, brothels and casinos all

NEBRASKA’S
HIDDEN
HISTORY

By Edward Hertel

over town. Anyone who stood against him was quickly
dispatched and their business closed. He spread money
liberally to the right politicians and even went so far as
to hand pick a mayor who was re-elected eight times.
Needless to say, his power in Omaha went uncontested
for decades.

As the 1920s approached, the winds of
lawlessness were starting to change. Omaha’s
politicians were becoming harder to bribe and the
country was closing the doors on the legal liquor
business. As Prohibition went nationwide in 1920, Tom
Dennison knew this would be a golden opportunity to
make a lot of money. Nebraska, with its wide open
expanses was perfect for not only making illegal liquor,
but also served as the perfect platform for distribution.
In no time, Dennison’s liquor was finding its way all over
the country, and partnerships with Capone in Chicago
and Pendergast in Kansas City made his reach immense.
Omaha, once a sleepy town nestled in the center of the
country, was now the center of a huge vice industry.

So much strength and money however was not
going to be overlooked. Dennison’s unchecked power
throughout the 1920s would soon find challengers —
both in competition and law enforcement.

Gene Livingston, a
local Omaha gambier, was
one of the first men bold
enough to take his shot at the
title. There was an unwritten
rule in Omaha that others
could participate in the city’s
vice, as long as it didn’t
interfere  with  Dennison’s &

o
empire. With the liquor business as Dennison’s main

focus, Livingston’s casino remained small enough to
stay under the radar. There would be room for both
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men in Omaha as long as Livingston played by
Dennison’s rules. Unfortunately for him, he didn’t.

As the 1920s were winding down, the city was
starting to take a hard stance on gambling and new
Special Agent Robert “Raiding Rob” Samardick took
great joy in hammering his way into all the casinos in
town. Gene Livingston’s casino was raided in 1930, and
thinking he had purchased protection from the police,
he made his displeasure known. He went so far as to
write a letter to the newspaper not only exposing the
illegal graft, but going into vivid detail as to how it
worked. This public spotlight on the gambling business
was something Dennison was not pleased to see, and it
served as strike one against Livingston.

Already walking on thin ice, Livingston’s next
business venture would pretty much seal his fate.
Wanting to enter the liquor racket, he reached out to
the Capone gang and purchased a gin still with the
intention of competing with Tom Dennison’s liquor
monopoly. Opening a casino was one thing, entering
the moonshine business was quite another. Strike two.

Dennison used his
contacts and had Livingston’s
Without a
means of providing Capone

still confiscated.

with product, or the money to

‘Omaha Racketeer
Says He'll Expose
Graft by Police

counter, dead from three shots. Word around town, of
course, put the blame squarely on Tom Dennison, but
nobody would ever be tried for the murder. It was just
a case of Omaha business.

The next couple of years would prove bloody
for the Omaha underworld. Gangsters on either side of
the Dennison/Livingston gangs turned against each
other resulting in numerous gangland assassinations.
By 1932, the citizens of Omaha had seen enough and
Tom Dennison was finally brought up on charges of
liquor conspiracies. The fact that he was the leader in a
gigantic liquor trade was never in question. Proving it
however would be difficult and finding a jury to convict
was simply impossible.

When the smoke cleared, Dennison would be
acquitted of the charges, but the tide had definitely
turned. Now 75 years old, and feeling every year of it,
Dennison’s empire, as well as his body, was weakening.
He wrapped up loose ends in Omaha (like divorcing his
20 year old wife) and left town for what he hoped was
In 1934, while traveling in
California, Tom Dennison died in an automobile

an extending vacation.

accident. His long reign as king of Omaha was over.

The Sam Ziegman Years

pay him back, Livingston was
a dead man walking.
Threatened to the point of
desperation, Gene Livingston
offered to turn
evidence in exchange for
immunity, as well as some

protection.

state’s

much needed
Strike three.

On May 1, 1930, Gene
Livingston was relaxing in an
illegal beer parlor when gun
fire rang out.
him slumped over the

Police found

OMAHA (M —Local police and
gambling circles were stirred
Thursday by the threat of an al
‘lexed gambler. following his ar-
rest that he will go hefore a grand
jury and “tell everything™” concern.
ing protection meney he claims to
Have pald local police officers dur-
ing the last six years.

Gene Liviogston, for years &
prominent figure here among lead-
ers in the alcohnl “racket,”
charged, following his arreat on &
gambling charge, that he had heen
douhle crossed hy the arresting
officers, angerting that he has paid
from $100 to $200 per month for
“protection” from police interfer-
ence,

Chief of Police Pazanawski an-
| nounced following the charges that
|a thorough investigation will he
made to ascertain the truth in the
matter. Iolice officers implicated
|in Livingston's charge denied that
[they had ever received a brihe for
|any one.

44 CasiNo CoLLECTIBLE NEwS | Volume 29 Number 2

The downfall of Dennison created opportunity for
Omaha’s local hustlers. The gang wars had thinned
out the mob rank and file, leaving those who
survived in a strong position. One gambler named
Sam “Ziggy” Ziegman stepped up to fill the vacuum
created by Dennison’s departure.

Ziegman was no stranger when it came to
eschewing Omaha’s laws. For over a decade he had
run a sizable sports book operation out of his
Baseball Headquarters located on downtown’s 15™
Street, as well as interests in other gambling
operations around town. When it came time to find
a new gambling czar of Omaha, Sam Ziegman was
the obvious choice.



e

RN The Omaha that Ziegman

N

‘ N
- qﬁb Y\ inherited was quite a bit different

W=

: — from that of his predecessor, and
N2 the same forces that unseated

Dennison were also weighing
heavily of Ziegman. His Baseball Headquarters
were subjected to the pressures of raids and as
the Roaring 20s turned into the Swinging 30s,
Ziegman was becoming the number one target
of the reforming community.

Although he had been raided and
charged for both liquor and gambling
violations prior, 1929 was the start of what
would be a long and adversarial
relationship with the Omaha law. In this
year, “Raiding Rob” Samardick paid the
Baseball Headquarters a professional
visit and found numerous items for
illegal sports betting. Ziegman decided it
was time to fight the charges and sent his lawyers in to
do the heavy lifting. The case dragged on for over a
year as Ziegman’s attorneys continued to hound the
court with appeals. He even went so far as to claim that
the antiquated laws against sports’ betting were null
and void and that in fact he was doing nothing illegal at
all. In the end however, the judge was having none of it
and found him guilty. He paid his small fine and
returned to his Baseball Headquarters -- only to be
raided again 24 hours later.

contro!l the sports’ wire that supplied the bookie joints
with the racing news and charging exorbitant fees. It
was also true that mounting lawyer’s fees and gambling

fines were beginning to strain his finances. But
news of Ziegman's finality certainly proved
to be premature.
Despite the reports to the
contrary, Ziegman’'s power was not in
fact diminishing, but growing during the
turbulent 1930s. The combination of
Dennison’s decline, the continuing gangster-
on-gangster violence and the increased legal
pressure on rival gambling clubs made a
perfect environment for Ziegman to grow. All
he had to do was survive long enough to cash in
his reward.
And survive he did.
Finally, after constant and continuous raids
on his Baseball Headquarters, Ziegman took his case
to the courts and charged the police with harassment.
They, in turn, brought Ziegman up on charges of being a
“common gambler”. The authorities believed they had
an air-tight case consisting of confiscated illegal
material and undercover agents making bets in his club.
However Ziegman put up his own defense, calling in
seventeen character witnesses and coaxing the jury into
an acquittal.
Although his fight against the law was going
well, the heat from rival gang members was

Constant and reoccurring H“Mﬂﬂ ZIEGm |s "TH“U" getting dangerous. In July 1931, shots were fired
harassment from all sides was NOw Target of Fellow Gamblers in Ziegman's direction. The police wrote it off as
the norm for Sam Ziegman. An article ~ From Chicago and K. C,,

It Is 8aid.
from November 1930 in the Lincoln omm_sa:n azum' who body guard. Credible threats the next year, as

Evening Journal reported that the }:,‘;L:fn: Laxe °{‘;°:u::° o’"“é‘::e well as the murder of an associate, prompted the

gambler was almost “thru” due to Livingston is “just about thru” police to give him around the clock protection.
ﬂnzainctl.lly. a&:(lziol'tlilngl to ml"t:’u'mrs.d
T 1 i i egman, who it is , made i 4
financial pressure from a combination ,“ hlnl : 'Tt?t.fp"mnf‘ ?{m' tae In 1933, Ziegman’s Baseball Headquarters was
: F machine political organization just R
of outside competition and large ofcre the November elections has daMaged when a bomb exploded on its front

. sin n mad
attorney’s fees from the raids. It Was {ellow sambions trom Chisoga ang  POTCh.
) . Kansas City, it was sald. Accord-
true that Capone’s Chicago gang was m% to reports Zlegman has lost
. i ; $18,000 to these fellows within the .
challenging Ziegman’s hold on the pest month. In addition he has paid survived to see the end of the Omaha gang war
arge attorney fees because of his

bookie operation, going so far as to numerous arrests by Paul 8utton, and came out the other end stronger than ever.
morals squad head.

a “prank”, but Ziegman disagreed and hired a

Although  stressful, Sam  Ziegman
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As the now official bookmaking boss of Omaha, Sam
Ziegman thrived, spreading his influence throughout the
city.

The repeal of Prohibition in 1933 changed the
landscape of Omaha’s illegal activity once again.
Gambling, which previously had taken a backseat to the
liquor trade, was now once again a major player in the

_ business of the underworld.
\ Gambling clubs started popping up
\ all over town. The Log Cabin,

L
e e} [
F A

operated by a long time local
hustler named Thomas Abdo (with
partner Sam Ziegman), was one of
the new class of casinos that started dealing cards in
1934,

On Omaha’s north side, the Sixty Club was a
popular spot for both gambling and police raids. The
club was so used to being raided that it barely fazed
them. Newspapers reported the club’s reactions with
“Half an hour after the raid,
business was proceeding as
usual” (1934) and later, “the raid
created only a momentary flurry
among the guests, and the
festivities continued” (1935).

Despite what seemed

like constant police activity, the authorities were
themselves falling under scrutiny. Sheriff Hopkins was
questioned by city commissioners as to why certain
clubs, such as the Coconut Grove and the Sixty Club,
were permitted to continue
operating even after multiple
gambling offences. With orders to
enforce at all costs, sheriff
deputies cracked down with

renewed zeal, eventually forcing

Coconut Grove Club
{1935 - Mason & Co)

the owners of the Sixty Club to
close down and sell out.

The spotlight on gambling was not making life
any easier for Sam Ziegman either. His bookie joints
were still being harassed by police and his notoriety as
Omaha’s gambling czar was making him a target.
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In 1936, a lawsuit was issued by a woman
named Merle Armstrong, claiming her husband was the
victim of $865 in gambling losses at the Baseball
Headquarters. The case was played out in the local
media and the claim that gambling was a victimless
crime was quickly diminishing. Although the courts
were unanimous in their decision for Ziegman, the
disgruntled wife continued to ride it all the way to the
Supreme Court. The bad press only hurt Ziegman in the
long run and renewed public support for reform.

Chalkboards inside the Baseball +

ters {Omaha Wor d Herald}

If Sam Ziegman hoped the worst was finally
behind him, he would be disappointed. In May 1937,
the Chicago bookie syndicate headed by Lester Laughlin
roared into Omaha and took control. Within days, 64 of
the 67 bookie operations in town were under their
direct control, with the only holdouts being the three
operated by Sam Ziegman and his partner Casey
Gaughan (uncle of future Las Vegas legend Jackie
Gaughan, who, as a teenager at the time, was also
learning the gambling business in Omaha).

It was clear from the beginning that the new
boss saw Ziegman as no threat. In an interview with the
Lincoln Evening Journal, Laughlin was quoted as saying
about Ziegman’s group, “I think they’ll come in within a
short time.” He would be wrong.

What proceeded was another gambling war,
this one lasting for years. A rash of bombing of bookie
joints in 1938 prompted police to increase the pressure.



Ziegman, now clearly on the outside looking in, was in
defensive mode as he sustained numerous raids and
gambling charges. 1In 1938, the courts and police
stepped up their efforts. A district judge, openly
prejudiced against Ziegman, made sure only evidence
plainly against him was allowed. The police did their
part as well, threatening witnesses and even being
accused of beating up a gangster who refused to testify.
As a result, Ziegman and Gaughan plead guilty and
received large fines. The wheels were definitely starting
to come off.

The early 1940s fared no better as Ziegman’s
house was bombed, followed closely by the mysterious
fire that destroyed his east side Chez Paree night club,
reputedly the largest gambling casino between Reno
and Chicago. He continued for a few years struggling
against factions on both sides of the law, but it was
clear that Omaha was not in his future for long.

The Chez Paree Club burns down {Omaha World Herald)

Ziegman Leaves Omaha

In 1951, Sam Ziegman and his partner Casey Gaughan
did what most gamblers across the country were doing -
they closed up shop and moved to Las Vegas where
gambling was flourishing. They invested in the post-
Bugsy Siegel Flamingo and settled into the role of legal
casino owners.

Life on the right side of the law however was
not to last long. In 1960, a group led by Samuel Cohen
and Meyer Lansky purchased a controlling interest in
the Flamingo and proceeded over the next seven years
to skim over $36 million in off-the-books IOUs.

The Feds brought charges against the
Flamingo's owners in 1971. Sam Ziegman, now 75 years
old and retired, was brought into the case as a
beneficiary of some of the ill-gotten money. All of the
Flamingo partners who could be found (Lansky was
hiding out in Israel) plead not guilty and the prosecutors
started building their cases.

Ziegman’s case was postponed numerous times
as his health deteriorated. He watched as fellow
conspirators were tried and found guilty, all the while
preparing his defense, as well as himself, for his day in
court. However, the man who spent a lifetime
defending himself from gambling charges would be
spared of his last battle. In 1973, the Feds took pity on
the frail old gambler and dismissed the charges based
on what they believed was his inability to stand trial.

Sam Ziegman would get the last laugh however
as he would continue to live (comfortably from a
lifetime of illegal gains) for another decade, finally
passing away in 1984 at the age of 89.

Omaha After Ziegman

The story of Omaha’s gambling did not end with
Ziegman’s move to Las Vegas. For the next few
decades, many men fought (and some died) in their
quest to be the boss of Omaha.

In the end, it would be the introduction of
legalized gambling in state sponsored keno parlors and
corporate operated riverboats that would be biggest
obstacle for illegal gambling.

Guns and mob bosses are no competition for a
clean legal game.

It took more than a century of history, but |
think we finally answered the question, “Where in hell
is Omaha?”
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A NOTE ON OMAHA CHIPS AND THEIR ATTRIBUTIONS

When | acquired the chips used in the article, most of them were unknowns. Chips with Treyball and smkey molds are frustratingly
difficult to attribute and one has to be careful when making leaps into assigning club names to them. Below is how | was able to
conclude that the chips belonged to the clubs they are assigned to, and why | believe some have been inappropriately assigned in
the past.

| was recently given all the chips used this article in one group. It is important that notes are retained on not only where the chips
were found, but what other chips were found with them. Although they do often travel from their point of origin, many times

groups of chips from a single source travel together — especially if you are acquiring them from a non-chipper.

The only chips that were immediately identifiable were the hub mold chips. These would provide a good starting point:

Thomas Abdo / —_—> 4
Sam Ziegman Coconut Grove _;-,
The Log Cabin Omaha, NE E""
Omaha, NE (1935) -
(1934)
“«—

The information from these chips provided valuable information for all the other chips and was the key to their attribution.

This first chip had some problems right off the bat as it was already attributed to two locations, Chicago, Illinois
and Jeffersonville, Indiana. The Chicago attribution is no doubt because the Hunt records show it was delivered
to E. M. O’Neil with a “Chicago” note. This would be offices for the chip distributor, not the final destination. The
Jeffersonville attribution is probably based solely on the name of a local casino, but it is a stretch as it looks like
the chips were ordered a couple years after it closed. | believe since this chip was found with the other Omaha
chips, and the “TA” chip above went to the Log Cabin in Omaha, it most likely belongs there.

The B.C. Wills & Co small key chip stamped “Sixty Club” would not be so easy. None of the information in the
attributed chips say anything about a Sixty Club, and although it is a little unusual, | doubted the name “Sixty
Club” is unique. | knew if this chip was associated with the others, | would need to find a club matching this
name somewhere in Omaha in the mid-1930s. Sure enough, the notorious Sixty Club in Omaha popped up
immediately. |felt assured that another of the chips fell into place.

The final chip | felt confident enough to attribute was the “BBH” Treyball (3 dots) mold chip. Unlike the other

chips here, this one would not be so straight forward. However, assuming all these chips come from Omaha

le') < around the mid-1930s, the only club to fit the initials is the Baseball Headquarters owned by Sam Ziegman, who

; happened to be on the order for the “TA” hub mold chip. If this horde was accumulated in a raid, there is no
doubt the Baseball Headquarters would be among them.

Can | be 100% certain these are correct? No, but | can be very confident. The chips were purchased from a non-chipper, therefore |
doubt he was in the business of buying chips from multiple sources. The real kicker however is that they all fall nicely into both time
and place and not one chip can be shown to belong to anywhere else. | imagine these were probably confiscated around the same
time (mid-late 1930s) in some of the raids that were happening in Omaha. | was lucky that all these chips were found together,
because separate, | would not be confident enough to attribute them.
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On May 8th the following announcement was sent to Warren Schaefer SS-185. Publicity &
Promotions Chair of the Silver Strikers Club.

I wanted to reach ®ut to you and inform you that as of May 13th we will be discontinuing
our token program here at the Mirage. After that we will be selling the remaining tokens at
our main cage.

Unfortunately the p(ipularity of the tokens has fallen so much that it has become labor inten-
sive for us.
Russ Wiills | Slot Technical Manager/T he Mirage

We have lost two silver strike locations now in the last year. First was the famous Delta Saloon
in Virginia City.and now the Mirage. The Four Queens continues to put out many new strikes every
year. Sam'’s Town and the Venetian should have some new ones coming out soon also.

The Four Queens is celebrating its 50th anniversary this month. The largest supporter of the Silver
Strike program will be releasing their 50th anniversary strikes in time for the tournement These are
. the approvals for the commemorative strikes.

Craps strike above and Jackpot
strike below are both in
Blue Capsules

50th Anniversary strike above
and Martini strike below are in
Red Capsules

» QUEENS

(MY

HOTEL & CASINO
s

995 kg SWVE®

\
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Sunshine Minting Executive Announces Invention of New -
. Silver Strike Machine and Strong Commitment to Future of
Silver Strike Collecting
By Bill Metten

Las Vegas, NV — Sean Sarr, Technical Projects Manager for the Las Vegas division

of Sunshine Minting; Inc. is on a mission to revive and expand Silver Strike collecting.
He regently backed up his mission statement to this writer and Silver Strike Club member
(668) by revealing that Sunshine Minting has acquired innovative technology to
manufacture new Silver Strike machines. The technology was developed for his company
by an experienced slot machine technology specialist.

“We are g_oing‘;co install and evaluate five of our new Silver Strike machines in California
casinos later this year before we.make 50 machines for wider distribution,” said

Sarr.

“| am very excited to announce this news first to members of the Silver Strikers Club
through your newsletter because all of us stand on-the threshold of reviving and
expanding “
this unique and fun hobby for existing and new collectors,” he said.

Sunshine Minting acquired the rights to the Siler Strike business from, International
Game Technology (IGT) in 2010.

“When | joined Sunshine Minting’s Last Vegas office in 2008 making Silver Strikes was
a low priority and unprofitable business. A high priority was to turn our Silver Strike
business around. It became an important mission for me,” said Sean.

To do it Sean began learning all he could about the Silver Strike business from the
people who had Silver Strike programs as well as the collectors themselves.

“Shawn Webster, Director of Slots forthe Four Queens Casino, has been my best
mentor, explaining the interests of the casinos, Silver Strikers, and all of the cost
considerations. -
| sought his advice and | still do because he is a strong advocate for the

future of Silver Strike collecting and collectors,” Sean added.

When the price of silver increased significantly several years ago Shawn Webster
helped Sean reach a compromise to revise the silver content of strikes in order to

keep the hobby alive. .

The first Silver Strike machine was invented by Randy Adams in 1991 and introduced
in Nevada with $7 tokens containing 8/10 of an ounce of silver. At that time, Sean

said silver cost approximately $4 an ounce.

According to Silver Strikers Club member Jim Turnbow (480) the first Silver Strike
Machine > bl _

was placed in service at Harvey's in Lake Tahoe.

Today there are only 15 Silver Strike machines in Nevada. -

That will change when Sunshine Minting certifies its prototype Silver

Strike machine and distributes 50 new machines for Silver Strike

collectors to enjoy.

Article reprinted from Silver Strikers Newsletter

50 CasiNo CoLLecTIBLE NEWS | Volume 29 Number 2



\
"

Casino Stories

by Charles Kaplan, LM-115-148

This is my second article with several stories
that happened to me during casino visits.

¥

rui rooklvh, New York —

-

ile Limi

During his term as mayor of New York: City,
Rudolph Giuliani foc‘used on “Quality of Life”
issues to drastically’ reduce crime ‘and pave
the way for a resurgence of the economy and
tourism. In 1996, the 162’ Liberty | casino
boat, operated by Bay Cruises, began sailing
from- the: Sheepshead Bay neighborhood  of
Brooklyn.  Mayor Giuliani was not a fan of
casinos and took issue with the casino boat. In
October 1997, mayor Giuliani was able to get
the border into international waters, where it is
. not illegal to gamble, extended from 3 miles to
12 miles. The guise into international waters
from Sheepshead Bay that used to take 25
minutes was now 1 %% hours. Worst of ali, the
stormy north Atlantic Ocean waters made for a
very choppy ride. Nonetheless, | decided to try
my luck one evening.

The 90-minute cruise into international waters
was bumpy, too bumpy, way: too bumpy. It felt
more like a carnival ride. Usually gamblers had
dinner and drinks on the ride out, but very few
made it to the cafeteria that night. Finally, in
international waters, the captain came on'the PA
and announced that the tables were open, but
because ofthe rough seas we were told to always
keep one hand on the boat! The tables opened
and | began playing. But 15 minutes later, the
captain was once again on the PA. “Sorry, but
it is just too rough out here, we are going to go
back in. When we turn around, we are going
to take some waves broadside, so keep BOTH
hands on the boat until we-are headed back in.”
We had a few minutes to gather our chips-and
cash out before we changed course.

-}

As we turned we felt the power of the North
Atlantic as the waves crashed on the boat
and we swayed side to side. Everyone was
thrown around. Many fell to the ground. Our

_Qlackjack dealer hit her head going down and

was out cold. All the equipment in the cage
crashed down to the floor and was smashed.
And then, with the turn completed, the worst
was over and we started our 902minute cruise
back in. The boat had three levels. The first
level was just slot machines. The 2™ level
had both slots and table games. The third
level had slot"'machines and the cafeteria. |
wondered around the boat to check out the
damage. When | got to the 1% level, | found
that the entire level was covered wall to wall
with dozens of passed out and sea-sick
gamblers laying on the floor.

When | was safely off the boat, | swore to
myself that this was the last time that | would be
on this boat. But, | never had the opportunity
to go out again because a couple of weeks
later they stopped sailing.

(Allimages in this article courtesy of the Museum of Gaming History’s
ChipGuide)
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Mohegan Sun, Uncasville Connecticu
- Jackpot or Not?

My career has glways been in computers.
First as a programmer and then in Sales
and Support at IBM and as an IBM Business
Partner. | was competing for a large sale of
computer servers %o the Mohegan Sun casino
in Connecticut. . This was my 2™ meeting
there and | was finalizing the information that
| needed in order to submit a proposal. The
casino is about 140 miles away from me and
takes me about 2 %z hours to get there. When
I go there for a meeting, | leave an extra hour
early in case of traffic problems. On this day
there was notrafficand | got there an hour early.
With some time to kill, | headed to my favorite
$1 Jacks or Better poker machine. After about
three pulls, | Was dealt an Ace of Spades and
four other non-matching low cards. | kept the
ace and hit the draw button. Up came Ten,
Jack, Queen and King of Spades making a
Royal Flush jackpot worth $4,000!

It took a while, too long, but | finally was
paid. | went back to my,car and hid the cash,
grabbed my brief case and headed off for my
meeting. | made it just on time. - But then |

thought, do | tell them that | just won $4,000
from them? | figured that it probably doesn’t
make a difference to them, but since | couldn't
see any benefit from telling them, | decided to
not tell them. As it turns out, | didn’t get the
deal, but it was still a rewarding experience.
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g D | k Before Dinner

| was at the Tropicana Casino in Atlantic
City with several family members. It was late
afternoon and we agreed to play in the casino
for a while before getting together for dinner at
7:00pm. At the appointed time, | was the only
one at the meeting spot outside the restaurant.
After waiting 10 minutes or so, | decided to play
a nearby $1 Double Diamond slot machine, that
pays double when 1 diamond symbol comes
up in-a winning pull. After a few pulls | hit a
DIAMOND-DIAMOND-TRIPLE BAR for $320
($80 x 2 x 2). The machine started to spit out $1
~tokens and then ran out. By that time my family
members had arrived te see my good fortune.
Hey, | just won $320 because they were late.
| told them to go on into the restaurant and |
would be in when | was finished getting paid.
An attendant came over and told me that they
would be back soon to refill the machine.
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While | was waiting,

| notice a Triple Diamond“machine nearby and
started to play. After a few pulls, | got another
DIAMOND-DIAMOND-TRIPLE BAR! But since
this was a Tripe Diamond machine it was worth
$720 ($80 x 3 x 3)! | was very late to dinner, and
of course | had to pay, but | won over $1,000
just because my family never shows up on time.
| guess patience does have its virtue.




Treasure Island, Rochester. Minnesota -
Numb at 30 Below

IBM has a plant in Rochester, Minnesota that
| visit regularly. Several years ago | had a
January meeting the&re and it was cold, very
cold. They said it was the lowest temperature
there in a decade, -30 degrees with a wind
chilt of -70 degrees. | flew into Minneapolis
from New York and feund that my short flight
to Rochester was cancelled. - This happens
regularly, so | just headed down to the Hertz
Rental Car desk to get a car for the 70-mile
drive. On the way out, | just wanted to be
sure, so | asked if it was Highway 52 that took
me down to Rochester? The answer was yes,
but | wouldn't be able to get to Rochester that
evening. | knew it was real cold, but it was
absolutely clear out. What was the problem?
| was told that it was late and at midnight they
pull the spow plows off the road. | would be
driving though prairies and the snow was
always blowing onto the highway. Having
made the drive many times in the past, |
decided to go ahead and see how far | could
get. | knew that every town that you passed
along the way had a motel that | could stay
overnight if the road was impassable.

As itturned out, after | got on the road | thought

that making this drive was the stupidest

decision of my life. All the radio stations were
on emergency broadcast giving out safety
instructions because of the frigid weather: Do
not leave your home unless it is a matter of life
or death. If you are driving and get stuck in a
ditch, do not leave your«car. Even if you see
a nearby home or business, it is unlikely that
you will reach it alive unless you are wearing
arctic-rated clothing. Beware of black ice.
Stay indoors. And so on. | should have stayed
overnight in Minneapolis and left early in the
morning after sunrise. Well, ['drove carefully
and made it all the way into Rochester that

evening without incident.

The next day it warmed up to -20 degrees and
after attending my meetings, | headed off to the
Treasure Island Casino in Red Wing, Minnesota,
about an hour away. Again, driving was no
problem, the roads were clear. But when | got
there, | saw something that | never saw before,
most of the cars in the parking lot were still
running. People were afraid of not being able to
start their cars in the frigid cold and left their cars

sunning with the doors locked. That is the only

time that | ever saw something like that.

Once in the casino, | sat down to play my favorite
$1 Jacks or Better poker machine. After a few
pulls I hit a spade Royal Flush without even
drawing. But | guess my mind was numb from
the cold, | had only played one dollar, not the
maximum five dollars needed to get the jackpot.
So | won $400, instead of the $4,000 | would
have won if | had made the maximum bet. And
that is the one and only time that that happened

to me.
ﬁ

| really enjoyed reliving some of these casi-
nos stories; | hope that you also enjoyed them.
You know, most of us have some interesting
casino stories to tell, please_share them with
us by writing an article about them for Casino
Collecting News. | am available to help you
tell your stories if you need someone to edit
your articles.
You can contact me at chas@ckaplan.com to
make arrangements.

So long until pext time.
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MUSINGS from the MoGH

Dedicated to the preservation and education of Gaming History

Membership

Greetings to all club members:

Our membership enrollment is doing very well, but we still have a long way to go. As of May 1 we have
signed two new life members and many people have shown interest in our project. The life membership level
is the best value and relieves you of any further commitments. We have many exciting new displays in the
works and would love to have you join us. We also have many volunteer positions open which would benefit
the MOGH greatly. There are minimal time requirements and we can work around anyone’s schedule. A
little help can go a long way, so please consider. Please stop by our booths at the convention and see what
we are all about. I think you will be surprised and exciting. If you have any questions please don’t hesitate
to contact me at vergatos@msn.com

See you at the convention ] ][ : ]
Jerry Vergatos LM-8093-241 —
Membership Director MOGH ~ |access tothe chipguide v v v v
Access to the MoGH fibrary _ f . v T v B ‘/ ¥
Access to MoGH events Limited Full Full Full
AccessloMoGH areaonwebsite  Limited |  Ful Fat | Fm
Admission to MoGH o ted | D ted Free Free
Vanity numbers v v T,
Add associate members A \/ -
HMoGH T-shirt (on signup) . ¥ i \/ . ‘/ |
Printed membership card % v v ' _7 RE !
Access to discounts ond coup et /| 77 3l
e ——— v i
Live websita fink on MoGH website v
Coupon and discount lisling > - B - / 1
Annust membership foe " Included™* $35.00"" | sas000 |

* There is a one time §25 foa.. numbers given on a first come first served basis starting ot 1001

** Add Associate member $10 per family immediate family member

*~* There is a $25.00 annual fee to upgrade from CCAGTCC member to MoGH Gold member and a $100.00 annual fee
to vpgrade to a Corporate member

**** There is a $250.00 one-time fee to bocome o lifelime MoGH member

b U oprazhe 20002005 Al pehits rosersad Contnt ThehM i
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0 Access to the ChipGuide

0 Access to the MOGH Library

0 Access to MOGH Events

L 0 Access to MOGH Members Only areas of the website ; 4

GoLRB .H;ﬁ?%ﬁ& o Discounts on MoGH Merchandise LI IME MEM TR,

Todd Barrett #0485 o Discounts and Coupons from MoGH Corporate Sponsors Todd Barrett 0048

. 0 MoGH Membership Card for Gold and higher level memberships

o Contribute to a living legacy to ensure we can pass along to future

generations a great and rich history of our hobby Museumhowf GBTL'E L

o Corporate Members - Acknowledgement and Website Link o1 -
The mission of the Muacum of Qaming History is
™ artifacts and archives for

prescrve
the pumpose of educnting the public through
and

Please vialt us at-
www.muscumalgaminghistory.org

Corporate level benefits include website advertising to expand their business and provide exposure to a tar-
get audience.

The opportunity to have vanity numbers is available for a nominal fee.

Please visit our website at www.themogh.org for further information and to sign up for membership.

Be a part of our future and ensure a lasting legacy. As membership director, I’'m committed to putting the
word out about this great project. My efforts will not be limited solely to our club. I will be expanding
into the casino industry and local government to encourage membership. If you believe you can help, I
welcome your thoughts and suggestions.

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Jerry Vergatos vergatos@msn.com

Plaza display at Plaza Hotel & Casino

Cuba display Mob Museum
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HISTORY

The mission of the Museum of Gaming History
is to preserve collections, artifacts and archives
for the purpose of educating the public
through exhibitions, programs and information.

Look for the New and Improved MoGH
at the Convention

Members and chipguide administrators will be available
to show members how to use the guide.
We will have a loop video of the MoGH showing exhibits and features.
We will have a membership area to explain MoGH memberships.
We will have inferesting artifacts on exhibit in display cases.

We will have MoGH apparel for sale.
Stop by table 69 and discuss the future of the MoGH.

hé Mab MIIJSU -. E Cerdin.sl. e Musem
www.museumofgaminghistory.org
N RN R R NN

RN NN

N

0 RN
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MoGH News - The MoGH Moving Forward

Golden Nugget display in lobby of Neon Museum

In the short span of eleven months, the newly assembled board has been giving the Jackie Guaghan exhibit
at El Cortez a facelift. We opened and then relocated the Plaza Exhibit, we added to our footprint at the
Mob Museum with the new Cuban exhibit. We also set up a display in the lobby of the Neon Museum. We
are also in discussions for addition exhibits.

The El Cortez is a work in progress. Moving the Plaza Exhibit is a win win for us. The exhibit is now open
24/7 in a high traffic secure location. The Mob and Neon Museums have the potential to open many doors
with the broad exposure it brings to the MoGH and Club.

Our current exhibits are online to enjoy, check out the exhibits section on themogh.org. The MoGH has
also been working hard on building our social network presence. We are actively using Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter. Please follow us, comment, share and retweet. The Chipguide thanks Albert Scalzo and his
administrators have surpassed the 165,000 scan milestone. The MoGH now has a membership program and
is currently working on new ideas for fundraising.

We will have a larger presence at this year’s convention. Please stop by our tables to see amazing artifacts,
learn how to better use the Chipguide, see our exhibits on a loop video, have the MoGH membership plans
explained and ask questions about our future and direction. What has started out as a club house is evolving
into the educational project we envisioned.

Neal Silverman

Chairman, Board of Directors
Neal@themogh.org
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It Happened on !
Fremont Street

»

A Short History of Downtown, Las Vegas
*  Continues with Part VI

By Pam Goertler ;{#R-3432

L]

On the north side of Fremont Street, between 1% Street and 2™ Street. ...

100 Fremont Street:

Birdcage Casino, 1958-1959: In November of 19%7 the Nevada state gaming control board recom-
mended that the Bird Cage be granted a gaming license. Operators told the board that their investment in the
Bird Cage would be $600,000...including $218,000 for a casino bankroll. “The plans were for seven table
games and 102 slot machines. The plan was to open at the beginning of 1958. P

_ When it comes-to games of chance, Gractings from
R "jg even the casinos lose occasionally.
\ '\ — As the story goes, The Birdcage
t};gv Casino was forced to close when

\“' / “After the Birdcage closed, the M1nt
~ expanded and built a new entrance,
on the corner.

THE BIRD CAGE

casino

DOWNTOWN
LAS VEG:S

A Fremoant at Firsh.
I Las Vegay
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The Mint, 1957-1989 (Del Webb’s, 1966-1989):
onl o0 back in time. to 1970. This ad was in one of the tourist papers from July:

‘Don’t go home without seeing the Mint ‘Behind the Scengs’ Tour
that a half-million viewers thrill to annually. Right past the guard
into the Money Counting Room (more than $1-million processed
daily), an inside look at the famed “one-armed bandits” and down
through the Eye-In-The-Sky for a candid peek at casino players and
dealers in action below. Even a 25-story scenic ride in the Mint's
olass outside elevator to the Top of The Mint food and fun spot.”
TWe’ve taken the glass elevator up to The Top of The Mint for din-
Sner, it would be fun to take the rest of the tour, too!

SY93A SY1 NMOINMOG P[5 A
N \ #
LY .__; = - el
= g
= -
PLENTY OF .1
FREE PARKING = &
3 BIG LOTS 1.-1
AR, = i
FIRST & OGDEM ! . o
SECOND & OGDEN - hi
7l MINT |
= - =)

The official Grand Opening for the Mint was on July 7, 1957. The owners were Milton Prell, A.F. Winters,
1.D. Hall, and L.B. Scherer. The predominant feature of the Mint was the impressive sign, which was nearly
nine storjes tall. It had about 3 miles of neon tubes, and it was said that the 16-foot tall star at the top could be
seen for a distance<f 30 miles. There was a full- time crew employed just to keep the sign operating properly.

=y

Image courtesy of | 72 PG G Collection)
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104 Fremont Street

21 Club, c. 1940°s (?): Licensed for slots and 21. This information came from Fuller’s Index of Nevada
Gammg Establishments...which is a list of gaming licenses, that was compiled by Harvey Fuller. “There’s a
question mark by ‘the date, so even Mr. Fuller wasn’t completely sure. I’ve searched through several phone
books from the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, but haven’t been able to come up with a listing for the 21 Club.

116 Fremont Street

Fremont Streat, Las Vegas, Navada »

Jackpot, 1941 1945: Licensed for slots, 21, craps, roulette,

faro and keno.
rd

Club Savoy, 1945-1953: (Khoury’s, 1949-1953)

Licensed for slots, 21, craps and roulette
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118 Fremont Street 2

Boulder Club, 1929-1960: The Boulder Club opened in 1929. When gambhng was legalized in 1931,
it received one of the first seven gaming licenses to be issued.

Greetings from the Bou}d&&lub“ K

Las Vegas, B

-=n=‘=
njoy Enjoy Ol West 1l
i TWENTY ONE
P BAR - JACKPOTS - -ROULETTE L.

¥ 1 f
LETTE, WHEEL OF FORTUNE, CRAPS, RACEHORSE
KENO. FARO, PAN, TWENTY ONE. KEND AND POKER
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On some old matchbooks, the club advertises itself as a

“gentlemen’s club” and on another book it’s “a club for
ladies and gentlemen”.

T RO THLlNOMSUT M -
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PHONE 335

§ BOULDER CLUB &

BAR INC.

A Resort For
Ladies and
Gentlemen

118 Fremont $t.

Las Vegas, Nev. :

P T *EameeE]

*AQ)] ‘seSap ser|
3G JuowRA QI

JLIOSHA
SNIAWATLNID

"BOULDER CLUS |

GENTLEMEN’S
RESORT

§ 118 Fremont St.

I.as Vegas, Nev.

CLOSE COVER BEFCRE STRIKING

E

In January of 1956, the Amante Brothers took over the Boulder Club. Then, in April of 1957, the original
owners repurchased the Boulder Club. An ad in the March 22, 1958 Fabulous Las Vegas Magazine states
“The ‘OLD’ Boulder Club; The same Old Partnership with the addition of... ‘Farmer’ MILTON B. PAGE”
and it lists Jim Young, J. Kell Houssels, Ross Page, Larry Hezzelwood, Connie Hurley, Margo Goumond

Hines and Lillian Witcher as the other owners, and Morris Pinkerton as the bar manager.

Hmm... kind

of sounds like there might have been a “hostile” take over, that got taken back!? The ad also lists craps,
roulette, “21”, faro, keno, poker, pan and bridge as the available games. Liberal slot machines--3 bars
any position--$5.00 jackpots. The ad mentions that ladies are welcome, could that be because some of the

owners were ladies?

L oaa b b b

BOULBER CLUB BAR

e R

BOULDER

118 FRIMONT
LAD VEGAS, NIVADA
-

o8
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124 Fremont Street

Apache Casino, 1932-1941:

L |0 wEST O TREMOAT STASIT, 149 VIBSL BeVABS

The Apache Casinoshas been described as
the first plush casino in Las ‘Vegas, and it
was the first hotel to install an elevator.

HIIVH ONINIBLS 340438 ¥3A023501)

HOTEL

c,)m (}/L
L)
&3

Mn AND Mns R.R.RUSSELL

ANAG! NG OWNETS

% ///{;‘/ ;//m /au ::/[Brm/ /(r Ling

(Centizuad trom Preceding Fegs)

Porama Cancl. This will eventually £l the Dam, but since saginssrs
Hgure thot it will icke two hundred years 1o £ill it, we do not need to
wotTy about it now.

Ona of the interesting cmd beneficial results of this great Dom has
besn the changing of lhh zuddy twhulent stream into @ clear blue
mauntaln lake, now long.

The coment werk is naw enﬂnly cozpleted and the mechanical
equipment will cll ke placed by 1936.

Of apecial interest 1o the tourist a the lact that the large elevatera
which paas through the center of the Dam cre now cpen lo the public
every day with the sxception of Sunday

Upon completicn Boulder Dam will be hlthy {itumingted on all
Pparis—moadways, intake lowers, bath (::m of the Demy, bﬂdqn power
houses cnd the great stream of watst gushing bom the valve houses,
making it the most beguitful sight cl lu kind in the U, 5. and the bright-
st spol in all the South

.M cmximauly the same height as Niagera Falls the water from
the bouses fglls with grect clouds of mist It is one of the most
bu:ul"ul sights to be found in the wotld today — Boulder Dam.

s project is located thirty miles ircm Las Vegas, Nevada, beau-
Atk mu' desert clty, broad minded in i1s ideas ond aifording many
interesting diversions.
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Centar of the Scenic Southwssl. Gateway lo Bouldsr Dam,
Deoath Valley, Velley of Fire. Lost City, Zion Netional Park. Bryce
Canyon, Cedar Breaks. North Rim Graad Cenyen. Siill a Freatier
Towr. unsutpassed climats, axcellent huniing and fishing Kwdnd
by automoblle or bus over paved highways: highspeed air
conditioned train—~Main Line Union Paclfic: Werld's Hnest Alr
planes, three each way on dally schedule—Western Air Lines.
l;i:r:m}lun all hotels. Aulomobile Club oliicas. Foster Service.

:To

LAS VEGAS AYTER DARK IS INDEED A BRIGHT SPOT

APACHE HOTEL

AIR COOLED THROUGHOUT
ONE HUNDRED PER CENT BATHS

RATES

Single N - - -0k R S50
Double . . . . . . . . .S$400a;nd$5.00
Twin Bed Rooms . .. . 5600

Monthly Bules on Raquest

|
|
|
|

The Apache Casino was on the ground
floor of the Hotel Apache, along with
other small businesses including the
Apache Café and the Apache Bar. There
is a marvelous article about The Apache,
written by John Yee, in the Spring 2002
issue of the Casino Chip & Token News.

TATXAENS
|43100D ¥y

_ s

GATEWAY TO

\ | BOULDER DAM

LAS VEGAS

Kiva Club, 1932-1934: (in the basement of the Apache Hotel) Licensed for slots, 21, roulette, craps
and keno. The club was designed as an Indian village.

S L1
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Western Casino, 1941-1942; Licensed for slots, 21, craps, roulette, big-6 and chuck-a-luck.

New Western Casino, 1942-??:: Licensed for slots, 21, craps and roulette.

. 124 Fremont Street

-SS Rex, 1945-1946:

“Admiral” Tony Cosnero had been
a bootlggger, and when prohibition
was repealed he ran gambling ships
off the coast of California. Tired of
the heat from the California author-
ities he headed for Las Vegas. He
opened the SS Rex in 1945, and
named it after one of his gambling
ships. He even took a light fixture
from the ship and had it installed in
his Las Vegas casino, where it still
hangs.- Look over the bar in the

_ oldest part of Binion’s, and you’ll {ir;

see it. Tony’s notoriety meant that

the officials of Las Vegas didn’t |

want him in their town, so' within
months after he received his gam-
ing license it was revoked. An

ad in a September 1945 business =
directory shows that the SS Rex

Club was owned and managed by
the Frontier Club, supervised by
Ted Shorie.

Rex Club, 1946-1946:
Once Tony Cornero’s
license was revoked, control
of the SS Rex reverted to
P.O. Silvagni, the .original
owner of the Apache

B Hotel Building. Within a
B month or so, he sold the

club to Guy McAfee who
retained control for about
6 months. Fuller’s Index
shows that the next owner’s
name was Bernstein, and
that’s when the name was
changed from the SS Rex
to the Rex Club. Only 3
months later the ownership
changed again, this time to
Moe Sedway, and that only

| lasted a month or so until

June of 1946.
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Eldorado Club, 1947-1951: After June of 1946, the next information that I find for this property isn’t
until July 8, 1947. That’s the date that Fuller’s Index has for the opening of the El Dorado, and it’s showing
Sedway as the owner. e

Only known ashtray to exist by.author x

]
i E

"

g1 ik :‘ﬁ%@%&’m-

I}.'

So, what happened from June of 1946 until July of 19477 This is when I start looking for something besides
names and dates. “The Las Vegan” from October 28, 1949, published by Boots Van Horn, had these bits of
gossip: “The, poker-joker man of the Eldorado, Duke Reamer, is still going with blonde Apaché cocktail gal
Stevie; however he still has a yen for Jo-Ann Kerr”. Also “Still thinking he is King of the Pit Bosses & the
greatest thing since Coca-Cola, is the Eldorado Club pompous, would-be wolf, Alabam. (Some people never
realize they’re too old to be bold)”.

VAVA3N ‘SYDIA SY1 f[dowdoﬁmffllab
1 Phone 2656-2657

®
RACE HORSE BETTING

That doesn’t explain what occurred betw€en 1946 and 1947,
but every now and then it’s neat to get a glimpse of the real

IS LEGAL IN NEVADA people that lived and worked at the clubs.
You may wager
thru wire or phone

e S0 LIG—TIGTIEN
on: deposit or by

Gaming Clubs at Night. Las Veges, Nevoda

__ The Tomous Old Fremont Street” gt Night. Las Vegas Nevada

Circa
1948

Circa
1950
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Clover Club, 1951-1951: The Clover Club advertised themselves as “the Club with a heart in the heart
of Las Vegas.” According to Fuller’s Index, this club was licensed for slots and 21. According to price
guides, some dice were found that were attributed to this club. Sammy Cohen was the operator of thg,Clover
Race Bogk. When the Horseshoe Club opened in its place, Sammy Cohen was the manager of the Race
Book there.

Horseshoe Club, 1951-2006:(Binion’s Horseshoe Club)

In 1951 Lester “Benny” Binion opened the Horseshoe Chub. Benny’s philosophy was “If ya wanta get rich,
make little people feel like big people.” Putting that thought into practice, the Horseshoe was the first casino to
offer free drinks to slot players. Under Benny’s leadership, the Horseshoe prospered. While the other casinos
preferred to keep betting limits low, the Horseshoe would accept any size bet—as long as it was the first bet
" made. *

SERVING ALL

SAINTS & SINNERS

In 1949 Benny hosted a poker game between Johnny Moss and “Nick the Greek”'Dondolos. After five months,
Johnny Moss finally won the game and an estimated $2 million. Benny trained his sons, Jack and Ted, to
follow in his footsteps. Dueto his unfortunate choice of friends, Ted lost his gaming license and was later
murdered. Jack successfully ran the Horseshoe for many years; and opened more Horseshoes in other gaming
jurisdictions. :
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In 1998 Jack sold mést of his interest in the Las Vegas Horseshoe to his sister Becky Behnen. After years of
apparent financial problems, in 2004, the IRS closed the Horseshoe. A few months later the Horseshoe was
sold to a group that included MTR Gaming and Harrah’s. Harrah’s managed the Horseshoe for a year, then
sold their shares to 1‘\/[TR Gaming, but Harrah’s retained the right to the Horseshoe name and to the World

Series of Poker. . “ ]

Joe W. Brown’s Horseshoe Club, 1953-1957: When Benny Binion was serving time in Leavenworth,
for income tax evasion (while still in Texas), he turned his Horseshoe Club over to his friend Joe W. Brown.
Brown put his name on nearly everything...matches,?ice, ashtrays, casino signage, and the million-dollar
display. There was even a boxed craps game from Joe W. Brown’s Horseshoe Club.
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Binion’s 2005- : When Harrah’s left the downtown market, they took The Horseshoe name with them.
After 55 years The Horseshoe is now known as Binion’s.

P
_ \
www.binions.com « 1-800-937-6537 www.binions.com » 1-800-937-6537

NW“,‘S"_‘-“—EMJ{S—SL’E” 195 DOWTIOND Las Yegas Since 1951
e —

Gamhling Hall & Holel

Gambling Hall & Hotel

BE SAFE © KEEP COVER CLOSED BE SAFE © KEEP COVER CLOSED

/ Ireal them right, sbow them u gowd tune,
and the reat will take care of ttoclf.”
Benny Binion

CBilaksi o :
R SESHIE 5 /

i »
Special thanks to Alan Schuyler for all of the research in the newspaper archives, lots of new facts came to
light! .

%
My usual disclaimer: A lot of different websites, books, and refergnce materials were used to research this

article. I’ve done my best to.double check the facts, but there could still be some errors. Hope you enjoyed
the article, we’ll continue our journey down Fremont Street in the nkxt issue..
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*The Road to a World Series of Poker Bracelet”

by Michacl Moore - Big Store

Ranking

In tournament poker, | was ranked as high as 4th
in Limit Omaha High and as high as 12th in Limit
Holdem. My No-Limit success has never been
above an 80th ranking. It wasn’t hard to be ranked
high in Limit Omaha because there were only about
5 major tournaments that spread the game in the
1990’s, | won one of them in 1995 and finished in
the money in two others. But, Limit Holdem was
another story.

Limit Holdem was king in the early days when flop
games became legal in California in 1988. The
Holdem games were played as early as 1986 with
most municipalities unaware the game was going on
in the small 1-3 table card clubs. By 1990 the vast
majority of all poker in California was Limit Holdem.
On the tournament trail all the other games were
spread but Limit Holdem drew the biggest number of
players. No Limit Holdem remained the main event,
but in many cases it was the only time it was played.
No Limit and Pot Limit cash games were hard to find
and to get into one you had to be on the list well
before the game stated. Sometimes you might need
to be on the list as much as a week in advance.

My Lucky Day

When | won the Limit Omaha event at the Summer
Oasis tournament at the Aladdin in Las Vegas it was
one of the craziest tournament wins of my life. Two
hours in, | was down to 3 green $25 chips and the
blinds were 25-50. The guy | was rooming with, Matt
Lefkowitz, busted out and was about to wish me
luck on his way to a cash game when he saw my
puny stack and decided against it.
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For the next 10 % hours | had to win a hand in
every round to have enough chips to get through
the blinds. Monster stacks were all around me
and | never had more than 10 chips. They were
paying 27 places so when we got down to 4 tables
I thought | might be able to survive to the money
and at least have a payday after so many hours of
play. | kept count of the players going broke and
walking out and still | had just enough chips to pay
the blinds with few extra. Once | folded every hand
in a round to leave myself 2 chips on the button.
That way | could get 7 more free opportunities to
be dealt a playable hand before the blinds came
around again.

A chip collector was watching the tournament
and stood behind me for five hours waiting for me
to bust so we could go up to my room and trade
poker chips. He wasn’t looking for me to continue
hanging on by my teeth, he wanted me to get it
over with so he could look at binders of chips he
needed for his collection. At one point he got my
attention and said, ‘| have to go to the bathroom,
I'll be back in'a minute. Don't leave.” He was figur-
ing that with only 2 chips | would go broke soon.
Just as he got out of sight | won the next hand
and five more hands in a row to end up at the final
table as the chip leader. When he got back he
said, “What happened?” | said, “I don’t know, but
if | get low on chips again | would like you to go to
the bathroom.” He turned around and left. | went
on to win the tournament by making two flushes
in a row against “Hardway” Sam the top ranked
Omabha player at the time. It was 3:00 AM.

By 3:30 AM | was finally awarded the winners
plaque and paid. There was not a soul | knew
around to celebrate my win. | went to the room
and lay on the bed with my head vibrating from the
emotion of what had just happened. | looked over
at the trophy to make sure it was real and | noticed
the date, June 6, 1995. It was the 25th anniversary
of the luckiest day of my life. My heart skipped a
beat as | realized that on this same day at 3:00 AM
in 1969 while standing a guard post in Vietnam |
had nine rockets land on my small post with the



first rocket landing within 20 feet, throwing me
through the air. Everything went into slow motion
and | watched red hot metal fly past me, ripping
holes in my flack jacket, taking the top off of my
canteen, and putting a hole through my rifle stock,
and | didn't get a scratch.

Right before the first rocket hit, Corporal Carter
was coming out to check my post and | stood up
and started toward him when everything went
white, WAWOOM! Carter disappeared behind
the flash and | landed about 20 feet from where |
started. | scrambled into a trench as dirt and rocks
came down on top of me from the subsequent
rockets that continued to pour in. it was as if they
singled me out for elimination. My ears were ring-
ing and | couldn’t hear anything. | didn't leave the
trench for the rest of the night and no one came
out to relieve me.

The next morning Carter showed up to see if there
was anything left of me to send home and | was
still sitting in the bottom of the trench. He looked
down at me and | could see he was talking but |
couldn’t make out what he was saying. He told me
later that he said, “You are one lucky #1&*!. | saw
you get vaporized. It looked like that first rocket
landed right on you.”

Later when Matt came in from his all night poker
session he whispered, “Are you awake?”

“Yeah.”

“How in Hell did you win that tournament? When |
walked by, you had three chips.”

| replied, “It must have been my lucky day!”

Easy Money

A byproduct of traveling around on the circuit is
chip collecting. It is like coin collecting but more
colorful. Once | got started | was very aggressive
and willing to travel miles to find a chip not.in my
collection. Because | played cash games and
tournaments equally | also collected tournament
chips which is not advised and today not at all.
If you are caught with tournament chips in your
pocket you will be disqualified and if you are in the
money, your prize will be forfeited. In the old days
few places paid any attention until the missing chip
started showing up in later and bigger events. But
that was never my intention.

W
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After playing in a dozen tournaments at the
Peppermill in Reno | headed home to San Rafael,
California. About half way home | stopped at a
small card room in an old bar in Auburn, California
to check out a club | had never been to and see if
they had ary poker chips worth collecting. There
were six players in a $3-$6 dealer's choice game.
They did have some interesting chips | had never
seen before (Sacramento Casino 92Poker and
Colorado’s Finest) used as $1 and 50 cent chips.

| won a few dollars and put some of both chips in
my pocket and got up to ieave. The owner said,
“You should come here on Saturday, we have a
No Limit Holdem tournament.” | inquired about
buy in, how many tables, how long were the
rounds, etc. He answered, “$60 buy in, $5 juice,
20 minute rounds, starts at 10 AM, and we get
eight sometimes nine.” | only saw the one table
but | figured the tournament tables were in a back
room.

I started doing the math; 9 X 9= 81 X 60=
$2,460; first place would be around $1,200. They
wouldn’t know what hitem. They may even have
some tournament chips for my growing collection.
$1,200 started to look pretty good and it was going
to be easy money. | found that playing against
local players, with the pro moves | had picked
up on the trail, gave me a big advantage in small
town games. My record was quite good with first
or second place finishes coming in at about 90%
of the time.
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The next Friday | got into a loose game at the
Oaks in Emeryville and ended up playing late. |
remembered | had a tournament in Auburn the next
morning. So | weighed my options; stay here and
win another $1,200 or go home and get 2 hours of
sleep, maybe, with a 140 mile drive to a back room
game where | might fall asleep, and win $1,200.
The possibility of some new chips was the deciding
factor. | was home in bed at 6:30am, up at 8:00 am,
and out the door at 8:02am. | had a 2 2 hour drive |
needed to make in 2 hours. | drove 80 mph most of
the way and screeched into the parking lot at 9:59
AM. | walked in and the only person in the room
was the bartender wiping down the old ocak bar top. |
asked him where the players were and he said, “Oh,
they'll drift in in a little while.” so | sat and waited.

A guy | met three days earlier walked in and started
setting up. | gave him my $65 and asked where
the tournament would be played? He pointed to
the table in front of me and said, “Right here,” as
if 1 were stupid to ask. “But you said you get 8 or 9
the other day,” He replied, “Oh, yeah! Sometimes
we even get a full table of 10.” He had referred to
people when | was thinking of tables. it was too late,
| had to play. Nine players made the prize pool $540
with first getting $270, second $170, and third $100.
As players busted out they remained in their chairs
which | thought was odd. After 2 hours of play |
ended up winning the tournament, the chips were
generic, not interesting, and first place was $270.
| stood up to leave and the owner asked me how
many chips | want? | said, “Just give me the cash |
would like to go home.” He replied, “You don't get
paid until you play for 2 hours.” So that is why no
one left their seats. The torture was not over yet.
I bought in for $40 in a $2-$4 Holdem game, one
of the hardest games to beat. Not because of the
players, it's too hard to beat the rake. Right at the
2 hour mark | was up $5 and cashed out, got paid
for the tournament, and drove home, and was back
in bed by 6:00 PM. | started doing the math again;
$275 — buy in $65 — gas $20 — food $25 — tip $25 =
$140 divided by 10 hours = $14 per hour.

So much for easy money.

70 CasiNo CoLLECTIBLE NEWS | Volume 29 Number 2

World Series of Poker (WSOP)

The WSOP has always been a magical affair,
drawing big crowds and juicy games. The first
few years | played in the World Series of Poker
(WSOP) | would only play the opening event of
$1,500 Limit Holdem. Most of what | did was play
the side games with stakes higher than any other
time of the year. The first year | arrived in town
with just over $10,000 in my pocket. By 1993 | was
used to playing in the biggest game a casino had
to offer, which in Northern California was $30-$60
Limit Holdem. | went to the boardman and said,
“Put me up for a Holdem seat, BS.”

He said, “There is a long list for all Holdem seats,
are you interested in anything else?*

“What do you have?”, | asked

He says, “There is a Pot Limit Omaha 8 seat open.”
I took the seat, sat down, gave the chip girl $1000
and started to put the rest of the cash in my
pocket when Ted Forest said, “It's a $10,000 buy-
in game.” Not wanting to look stupid | acted like |
was adjusting my chair and put all my cash on the
table. My entire trip was sitting in front of me. The
blinds were $25 on the button, $25 small, and $50
in the big. The bring-in could be anything from $50-
$200. The first hand | was dealt A(Hrt), 2(Dmd),
3(Hrt), K(Dmd). Ted brought it in for $200, “Chip”
Reese called, one other player called, and | called.
The pot was $900 and the flop was 8(Hrt), 4(Clb),
J(Hrt), and Ted bet the pot of $900, Chip raised it
to $2000, the other caller folded, and it was on me.
My heart was pounding so hard | was sure they
could hear it and | shoved in my entire bank roll.
| had a great draw hand but | couldn’t beat a pair
of deuces at that moment. My entire trip was sit-
ting in the pot in the first hand | played. Although |
have played in much bigger games since then, at
that time it was the biggest bet | had ever made
and everything is relative. it was win or go home
on a credit card. Ted thought for an hour, (maybe
3 minutes) before folding and then Chip looked at
me, the pot, his hand, and at his chips, and that
took close to a week, (maybe 2 minutes) before he
folded. It was by far the longest 5 minutes of my
life. | didn’t play the next 3 hands and when the
blinds got to me | got up and left the game with an
urgent need for the nearest men’s room.



My first WSOP cash was in 1995 when | played the
$2,500 Limit Holdem event and finished 14th. It was
the first year | entered more than just the opening
event. |t was also the first year | entered the main
event. All together you would think it was a pretty
good year for me as | finished 10th in the main event.
But money takes a back seat in tournament poker.
It's never fun unless you win and that doesn’t happen
near often enough. | used to call my parents when |
had a big cash tournament. During one of those calls
my father said, “You have really found your niche.” My
reply was, “It may sound like it to you, but [ finish in
the money about 30% of the time. That means 70% of
the time | am driving home kicking myself in the head
for all the mistakes | made.”

My final hand of the main event was against Barbara
Enright in a late position who made a small raise. |
called in the big blind with a K, J. The flop was K, K, J
and | was loving life. My only thought was how do | get
all these chips in and get Barbara to call. | checked
and she checked behind. The turn card was a Q and
| made a small bet trying to make it look like a cheap
steal. Barbara raised half her stack and | moved all-
in. She instantly called and turned over K, Q. It was a
long drive back to Marin County.

As | walked to my car the world was spinning, the
energy was sucked out of me, and | just wanted to find
some place to crash. | managed to make it to Santa
Barbara and stayed at my parents’ house.

Barbara Enright went on to finish 5th and became the
only woman to date to ever make a final table in the
main event of the WSOP. She never even thanked
me!, after all, | helped her make history and she is
talked about every year as such.

As it turned out my mother was going to Las Vegas

with some friends and staying at Binion’s. | asked her
if she would pick up a few of the result sheets for me.
Each day they printed a two page story that talked
about significant hands and how each player busted.
Although | was not happy abouit being the bubble boy
to the main event, it was still something | might want
to show the grand kids.
When she arrived and went upstairs where the final
table would be played, my name was at the top of
the leader board since | was the last to go broke. My
mother thought | had won the event and started tell-
ing all her friends her son had won the World Series
of Poker Main Event. By the time | had talked to her
she had told everyone including the bag boy at Food
King. | attempted to set her straight but it was too late
and she wasn't hearing what | was saying so | let her
believe | had won The Big One.

It's hard to be proud of a son that is a professional

poker player so letting her think what ever she
wanted was not so bad. When | was around her
friends she would ask me to show them my bank
roll. My running around town money was $8,000
so it was usually an impressive wad of cash.
Some times | had as much as $50,000 in various
pockets if | was on my way 1o a big tournament.
Money loses its value when you are a professional
poker player. We seldom had anything except one
hundred dollar bills in our pocket. Once while sit-
ting at an empty poker table with a few other pros,
a photographer walked up and had pictures of us
playing. He wanted to sell them for $50 each but
none of us had anything smaller than a $100 bill
and we didn’t have change. He was about to walk
away when Mike Heart suggested he make it a
hundred and we all bought a photo.
Las Vegas does not have a lounging area, it's a
place where you gamble, and if there is a chair
around, some game of chance is not more than a
foot away. So, Dan Barnett and | sat down at a Let
it Ride table and casually played while we talked.
“Tuna” Lund sat down, then Howard “Tahoe”.
We were all talking about the latest tournament
when Men Nguyen came over to sit in the far right
seat. He said, “Dan, can | borrow $10,000?" Dan
reached in his pocket and pulled out $30,000 and
started counting. Men stopped him and said, “Oh
wait, | have enough.” He pulled out two hands full
of money well over $50,000 and we all laughed.
Then Nelly Premrajh walks over and looks at each
of us and said, “I hope | don't draw this table,”
meaning it would be a horrible tournament table
draw and we all laughed again.

That same year, November 15, my father died. |
moved back to Santa Barbara to help my mother
sort things out. By then the Santa Ynez Casino
had been open for a year, but most of their games

were small.
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The Los Angeles. clubs were 90 miles away so playing
on a daily bases was a little difficult. Home comput-
ers were becoming a thing and | knew very little about
them sao | took some classes at El Monte Adult School.
| started dating the teacher, Lori. When she asked me
what | did and | said, “A professional poker player,” |
thought it was probably the end, but, she asked where |
played and when | said here in California and Nevada.
She said, “Is it legal?” | informed that we were about
three miles from the Commerce Casino the largest
card room in the world. She replied, “Is that what they
are doing in there? | eat lunch at the. Commerce quite
often.” She was eating lunch in a card casino for five
years and didn’t even know that gambling was legal in
California or what was going on in the next room.

Ay I\_J -

Lori asked if she could watch me play sometime.
| was going to be playing in the California State
Championships and invited her to watch. The first
two tournaments she had ever seen | finished 4th
and 6th and won almost $11,000. She could hardly
believe | made that much in so little time. It was a
good way to convince her that | could make a good
living at poker.

The Ash Street Card Club

| thought maybe it was time to settle down and go
back to work as a floor man or poker room manager
and get away from all the travel. By 1997 | was
only playing the occasional tournament while work-
ing 4 shifts at the Ash Street Card Club. | bought a
house in Ventura only a mile from the club. It was
the easiest commute of my life. Things were looking
up with Lori which made me all smiles. Then the
card room changed management. | lost my job and
started looking for work again. | didn't really want to
go back to dealing cards which was the easiest job
to get if you were good. | was only interested in a
management position. No one was hiring. With a nut
of $5,000 a month my bankroll started shrinking. The
local games were too small and | was only bringing in
about $2,000 a month when | was running well.
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There was a new manager at Ash Street (we'll call him
Joe). 1| convinced him to hire me for 3 shifts if | could
bring in business with some tournaments. | had the
worst poker days, Tuesday, Thursday, and Sunday but
| was getting them to turn a profit with some creative
tournaments and giveaways. Once they were going well,
Joe traded my Tuesday and Thursday for his Monday
and Wednesday. When | started the new days they had
almost no business. Joe stopped the promotions and
tournaments on the shifts | used to have. | came.in to play
on some of Joe's shifts to see what he was like as a floor
man/manager. He played his entire shift and wouldn't
give up a seat to a customer. He was driving the players
away and the club was loosing money. | even saw him
play an Omaha 8 game where he called his hand as a
straight when he did not have one. The other player
showed a set of nines and the dealer mucked it. When
| pointed it out to Joe that he did not have a straight he
replied, “His hand is mucked it doesn'’t matter.” My mouth
fell open. | was working for the worst card room manager
on the planet.

Because the club was loosing money, he stopped all
promotions and started working double shifis and let
one of the other floor managers go. His idea for making
money was to pay out less. The days he worked double
shifts, there were 5 occasions when the club did zero
business. Our best dealers were the first to jump ship
and go to work where there was better promise. Things
just kept getting worse.

At the end of March 1998 the owners called me on the
phone and asked if | would take over as a temporary
General Manager. | jumped at the chance and ask what
they wanted me to do. They told me to go down to the
club and take Joe’s place immediately. When | got there
Joe, his girifriend and two dealers were sitting at an empty
Holdem table in an empty card room. He dropped the
keys in my hand and walked out. The word must have
traveled fast because Joe was hardly out of the parking
lot when customers started drifting in and we got a game
going. They all wanted to know the skinny and tell some
of their own horror stories about the ex General Manager.

The owners ran an ad for a GM and interviewed several

prospects but in the end they hired me. As | had said
before, we lost most of our best employees. Craig
Gronenthal and | were the only two floor men left to cover
14 shifts. Craig suggested we try Mike Gawlik as a floor
man.
Mike was an experienced card dealer but he was one
of the worst card players | have ever met. He had no
control and lost most of his earnings every month. He
was not friendly and kept to himself. Not the personality
that makes a good manager but we were desperate



and | gave him a try. It was a disaster. His one and
only shift was a Wednesday morning. We were
promoting a seven card stud game. He had to help
get it going by playing. He was down $200 in less
than an hour. | called him back to the office and
told him he could not play and raise every hand as
a floor man/player. | said, “Your job is to help get
games going not destroy them.” He promised he
would do better and went back to the game and
raised the first hand back and lost another $40.
| had seen enough. He lasted an hour and 15
minutes and | asked him to go home.

Craig on the other hand was the most likable
person | have ever met. Everyone loved him.
When he walked into a room you had to smile. |
once asked him how he managed to get everyone
to like him. Most people rubbed someone wrong
at some time or another, but not Craig. He told me
his trick was to act like you want to go to bed with
every person that comes through the door. “You're
not going to piss off a person you want to sleep
with, are you?” It was all about being at your best
all the times.

| always came in a little early to relieve him and
help make a smooth transition from one shift to the
other. One day, he had made a UFO out of 2 paper
plates, one facing the other, stapled together, with
push pins for landing gear, a paperclip through the
top, and a rubber band through the clip. He had
drawn portholes with aliens looking out and he was
bouncing it around and making a “Woowoowoo,”
sound.

“Whatcha doing, Craig?”

Craig says, “Remember that ad you helped me
with a couple of months ago?”

| Replied, “Yes, you wanted a young female
roommate that would run around your house
naked.”

Craig holds up his UFO and looks over at it with
a nod, “The young girl | found is nuts and she
doesn’t run around naked. 1 got my first phone
bill. It was over $400. | called the number she has
been calling and it's a FAX number. It just makes
that weird noise. She takes the phone into the
closet and listens for hours. She thinks they are
aliens talking to her.” We both started laughing and
couldn’t stop. But that was Craig. He didn't mind
that she cost him money, he just found the humor
in all situations. She was certified crazy and some
one came and took her away one day.

On April 15 around 10:30 PM Craig called to tell me
the game had broken up and he was closing early.

| asked if he needed any help and he said, “No,
you need the rest. Besides, | am waiting for Mike
Gawlik to show up to pay his marker. You go back
to sleep.” We had both been doing double shifts as
we hadn't found any replacements.

The rest of this story is one that | didn’t want to

write, but there was no way | can gloss over it.
Early in the morning of April 16 at 3:00 am | got a
phone call from a police detective. He informed
me that the manager of the Ash Street Card Club
had been shot and | needed to come to the club.
My first thought was, “I am the manager and | am
not the one shot. This must be a mistake.” Then |
thought about Craig. “NO! It can't be!” | was hoping
that | would get there and that a burgler would be
lying on the floor. As | pulled into the parking lot
and saw Craig's pickup, the only vehicle in sight,
my. heart fell into my stomach . | rished to the door
but was stopped by a police woman, “You can’t
go in there.” | told her | was the manager and
she told me to go upstairs and talk to Detective
Ellison. Ellison and another officer sat me down
in a chair and asked questions about the club. |
asked if Craig was okay. They told me there was
a body downstairs they needed me to identify.
They informed me that they didn’t think the family
should see the body. It was Craig. The only thing |
could go by was his tattoos and the clothes he was
wearing. Six shots were fired. | couldn’t breathe
when | saw him. It haunts me to this day.
They informed me that all employees were
accounted for accept Mike Gawlik. [ knew Mike
was a dealer that night and that Craig was waiting
for him to pay a debt. | also knew that he drove his
girlfriends brand new Chevy Camaro. My thought
was that a robbery was going down when Mike
came back and the robbers took him and his fast
car. It never accurred to me that Mike could have
doneiit. It made no sense, but it was true. He came
back to pay his $264 gambling debt and he could
only come up with $100. They argued and Mike
shot and killed Craig, took the $646 sitting on the
counter which was the house take for the night and
headed to another card club in California where
he lost part of the stolen money. Then headed to
Las Vegas and lost the rest. From there he went
to Mexico. Three days later he turned himself in at
the Nogales boarder crossing, broke and hungry.
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Mike Gawlik was found guilty and is serving 34 years
for murder and armed robbery while using a hand gun.
California had just passed a law making it a manda-
tory 30 years for murder with a hand gun and the 4
years was for grand theft.

The Ash Street Card Room was closed for two weeks
while we remodeled. When we reopened | was sur-
prised to find most of our customers came back. No
one ever spoke about Mike Gawlik and the only thing
that was ever said about Craig was how much he was
loved and missed. We were running at about break
even when the owners came to me and said that if |
didn’t buy the business they were going to close.

They gave me the books and | showed them to a
friend | trusted to tell me the truth. He looked it all over
and told me to walk away or you will loose everything.
I didn't listen. It took all of my savings to take over.
You might say | was all-in with a one card out.

Lori and her daughter Melani moved in with me.
We all worked at the club. Neither of them had ever
worked in the poker industry so Melani was a chip
runner and Lori did the books, fixed free meals for the
player, and filled in where ever. She even learned to
deal. The first time she got a tip she didn’t want to take
it. I had to tell her that it would be bad for the other
dealers if she didn’t accept tips.

We were putting in long hours with a lot of giveaways,
money added to tournaments, cash prizes every three
hours and we only dropped $3 a hand with no promo-
tional dollar. In three months we doubled the business
and by ten months we had tripled the monthly take.
From days of zero business we were spreading 5
games. We were on our way to easy street. Good
people came to work for us and players were having
fun.

For the next 16 months it was Moon Pies and Gravy
Train. Then one day in August 1999 the State called
the club and told us to cease and desist, we no longer
owned a card room license. When Lori saw my face
she knew something was wrong. When | got off the
phone she said, “What?”

“We have to close the club; we no longer own a
license.” Lori threw up. All our hard work was done.
We could have fought and reopened in 6 months with
a new license. But, Lori and | were tired and Melani
just gave birth to her second boy, Sabien. Her first son,
Shiloh just turned a year old. It was time to move on.
Lori and | got married on November 11, 1999 and went
to Lake Tahoe for our honeymoon. | played a poker
tournament and hit a Royal Straight Flush, #18 of my
life. | went on to finish 5th place. What else would a
poker player do on his honeymoon? Whenever | have
told that story to others the first question is,
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“Are you still married to her?” And the answer is,
“Yes.”

For the next eight years | played very little poker
and worked some odd jobs. In May of 2002 we
bought a 16 acre farm in South Dakota, a state
neither of us had ever been to before. It was sup-
posed to be a place we went for the summer and
room for Lori's son and grand kids to visit but we fell
in love with the place and ended up staying most of
the year. Melani followed with her 3 boys, Shiloh,
Sabien and now Sedric, in April 2007.

The poker boom happened around 2004 and by
2007 | was playing in a few tournaments again. By
2011 | couldn’t stand it any longer and started play-
ing some WSOP events with some success. But it
was 2013 when | hit the jackpot.

These chips Commerorate the Death of
Craig W. Gronenthal 1998

f; i 0
Y A S '_f
¥y (N~ w
5] 5
, f
3ED 3,
LU \ 3 ! o
\ ¥ orE L=
\\ c '.-__\__.. .
‘\ : { ‘
Nt —

— -4

o5t

Final year
chip

All Casino chip images courtesy of The Chip Guide

This is Part Il of Big Store's path to win-
ning a World Series of Poker Bracelet.

Tune in to the next issue of CCN for the
exciting conclusion.
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By John K. Kallman
Before wars had numbers or were given names such as “police action”, it was called the Great War. Great,
not as in good, but Great as the number of countries and people that it effected. With any such world
changing event, many organizations were formed both during as well as after the event itself. To offer
support to those who returned as well as to remember those who did not.

One such organization was the Return Service League. From the club’s web page, it is apparent that there
were at least several locations, including one in Mascot, North South Wales, which is a suburb of Sydney,
Australia, close by the airport. Other locations included Botany, Rosebery, and Daceyville.

Formed in 1919, soon after the close of what eventually became known as World War |, this location closed
its doors in 2011 due to a lack of patronage, but still meets at Eastlakes Sports Club located in Florence
Avenue Eastlakes, Australia.

What these items were used for at this juncture is anyone’s guess. They could have been used for credit by
club members, as a rain check to be used for purchases at a later day, or perhaps gambling. Actual dates
of usage are likewise unknown.

They seem to be made of plastic as opposed to clay, but are 39 millimeters, the same size as regular casino
chips. Imprinted on the obverse of each chip at the bottom center is the initials RMCP which might come
from the company that manufactured them. And of course, “Moolah” is one of many slang terms for Money!

Might other denominations exist? This likewise is unknown, but more than likely.

But thanks to Brian Roach, who obtained the chips for me, we know a little bit more now than before!
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Club Merchandise

Convention Chips - $5.00 each

Set of 10 (including 2015) — $30.00
Years Available —

2001, 04, 07, 08, 09, 11, 12, 13, 14, 1

L9}

Poker/Blackjack
Tournament Sets — $15.00
(2 or more sets $12.00 each)
Years Available — .
2004, 06, 07, 09, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15

2015 Silver/Bronze Convention Medal Sets — $60.00

(Silver front and bronz;e back éhown)
2014 Silver / Bronze Medals $60.00

Prior Years Bronze Medals $5.00 each / 2 or more $3.00
each (Years available-1993, 1996—2009, 2014, 2015)

CC&GTCC Playing Cards  $1.00/deck
Casino Chip & Token News Back Issues - $3.00 ea.

Not all issues available. Shipping cost varies depending
on quantity ordered — email request before ordering

Dale Seymour’s
“Antique Gambling Chips”
Hardback — $15.00
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25th Anniversary Chip - $5.00

2015 Convention Pin - $5.00 each
Prior year pins
(1997 - 2014) - $3.00 each

Set of all 19 pins
(2015 included) - $30.00

CC&GTCC Member Pin - $5.00

2015 Convention Tee $15.00
Long Sleeve $18.00

Sizes available M, L, XL




CC&GTCC T-Shirt - $15.00

Both Men’s & Women’s.

Email to inquire for available sizes &
colors

CC&GTCC Polo Shirts
No Pockect $35.00
With Pocket $38.00
Email to inquire for available colors

Carlos Cartagena Prints — $20.00 each

Specify
“Welcome to Las Vegas” or
“Legendary Stardust”

“Welcome to Las Vegas” “Legendary Stardust”

Make Checks Payable to: CC&GTCC

Mail Orders To:
Roy Nelson
4338 Grey Spencer Dr
Las Vegas, NV 89141-4397

Use the order form included in this magazine, or, download an order form from...www.ccgtcc.com
Email order questions to: promotions@ccgtcc.com

Shipping and handling charges within the continental U.S.
Order amount up to $5.00 add $2.50
Order amount up to $10.00 add $3.50
Order amount up to $25.00 add $6.95
Order amount up to $50.00 add $8.95
Order amount over $50.00 add $10.95
NOTE: Some items, because of shape and/or weight will be mailed pre-paid priority and shipping cost may increase.

International Orders/Orders from Alaska and Hawaii—Contact for shipping charges.

For more club apparel check out the ‘On-line Club Shop’ on the website www.ccgtcc.com.
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Logo Usage Policy

The Club has certain logos and symbols which it must protect in order to protect its reputation in the collectibles
community. No member is allowed to use the Club name, logo or symbol other than is approved by the by-laws or as
otherwise specifically approved in writing by the Board of Directors.

+ Only members in good standing may identify themselves as members of the Club

» Any member who identifies himself/herself as a member must affix or state their membership number so as not to
confuse the public.

» “Identifies” includes advertising, announcements, business cards, internet websites, internet or live auctions, e-mails
and any and all types of communication.

» Every member must make an effort not to confuse the public or lead the public to think that the member represents or
speaks for the Club, other than those officers who actually do speak for the Club or those who have been authorized
by the Board to speak for the Club.

» No event, show, auction or convention shall use the Club name, logo or symbol for any reason whatsoever unless it is
an event, show, auction or convention run by the Club.

+ The Board has approved a “Member’s Logo” which contains the member’s membership number. Only that logo may
be used by members in their advertising, promotions, business cards, auctions, etc.

» Any other use of the Club name, logo or symbol must be submitted to the Board of Directors for their approval prior
to such use.

» The entities formerly known as “Chapters” are prohibited from using the Club name, logo or symbol as representative
of their organization

Example

] ?
fempye, #141\'1-35“5‘(’

Please contact the Secretary for a copy of the logo with your membership number on it.
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CC&GTCC Claims Form

Up until now, there has never been a uniform, standardized way of filing a Claim against another member for an
alleged Code of Ethics violation. Claims have been filed over the years in formats ranging from hand written notes, typed
5-6 page letters to just an email saying “I want to file a claim against +

Most of the time the information provided to the Club is vague and/or incomplete. The Claims Director may spend more
time gathering basic information that should have been provided in the first place, than on resolving the issue at hand.

This form provides all the basic information needed by the Club, in written form, first hand from the member filing
the complaint.

The process will work as follows:

1. Fill out the form completely, sign and date it.

2. Forward it Vice-President Sheldon Smith.

3. V.P. Smith will make an initial determination on the Claim.
4

. If further action or investigation is warranted, V.P. Smith will forward the form to the Claims Director to open
a Claims Investigation.

5. The Claims Director will work to mutually resolve the matter between the parties or if that is not possible,
make a recommendation to the Board of Directors for the appropriate action.

6. The Board will act on the recommendation and the final report of the Claims Director. The parties involved will
be notified of the final decision of the Board by V.P. Smith.

IF you find it necessary to file a Claim against a fellow Club member, please help us to resolve the matter as quickly as
possible by using the Claims Form.

*The form will be available on the Club website at www.ccgtcc.com for you to download and print out. We are working
on a program that will allow you to fill out the form online and send it electronically to V.P. Smith. We will notify the
membership once this format is available.

Reward Fund

Several years ago, the Club had a standing offer to help deter theft of member’s collections. Somewhere along the way
it was either dropped, forgotten or just faded into obscurity. The Board has voted to reintroduce the reward offer.
We would like to thank Jim Reilly for his research and assistance with this project. The terms of the offer are similar to
those used by the ANA. Please contact any member of the BOD for further information.

The Club offers a reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of any person or persons charged with
the theft of any part of a club member’s collection.

The Club will pay a reward as follows:
If the retail value of the stolen property is less than $5,000, the reward is $260
If $5000 to $20,000, the reward is $500
If greater than $20,000, the reward is $1000.

The purpose of this reward offer is to increase the likelihood of apprehending and convicting those who steal from
club members, as well as to increase the likelihood of recovering the stolen property. The reward offer, however, is not
intended to reimburse any club member’s loss. It is each member’s responsibility to maintain insurance against losses of

this kind.
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Marlow Casino Chips

Recent acqunsmons mclude Dick Grave’s Nugget Khoury"s ‘El Rancho-Rio,

HOUSE

- cgllectlon
Many scarce chlps
always on offer.

David Spr. LM“E’180~166
: ! 38 OaIPT?ggRoad Marlow
: L Bucks, SL7 3EE, United Klngdom
or 840 S Rancho Dr #4314, Las Vegas, NV 89106

Visit my website for roughly 80,000 chips!
and to subscribe to my mailing lists.
Email: david.spragg@marlowcasinochips.com

www.marlowcasinochips.com
www.classicpokerchips.com

Originally founded in 1912 in Portland, Maine by Alonso Burt,
the Portland Billiard Ball Company became the world renowned
Burt Company, producing clay chips for casinos worldwide.
25 years ago the company became 'ASM’ and now, as

Classic Poker Chips, we continue to produce
lp S hand-crafted chips for both casino and private use.

Maker of American
Style Clay Pokar Chips Since 1912

Contact David Spragg at sales@classlcpokerchlps com
for further information or help with your order.

T

SSS Publishing

(Jay Sands, David Sarles & David Spragg)
proudly announce.....
The Chip Rack Edition 17
(published June 2016)

The Chip Rack is the #1 reference guide for all Nevada
chip collectors, with its unique copyrighted

numbering system identifying 36,000 different chips! ?@

Order from www.thechiprack.com __._—ﬂ

&

1& }
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Selling off my collec ti'(‘j'n" T
i @ e
Of Chips- Tokens and| Silver Strlkes'.,.'

b'm

Over.20; OOO"‘Chlps for Sale

I have one of the
largest collection Gar y ROthﬂ:
from these states garyro @th. net

Colorado 715-693-5734
Mississippi
Atlantic City www.rollyschips.com

Also lots of Chips from these states

Wisconsin Missouri Arkansas
Minnesota Dead Wood, S.D. Louisiana
North Dakota Nevada - Montana
South Dakota over 8,000 chips Caribbean
lowa New Mexico Canada
lllinois Arizona Cruise Ships
Michigan Kansas Many Misc.
Indiana California

My website is: www.rollyschips.com

Note: Not everything on yet, will take some time to get everything on.
Please keep checking back. I’'m entering things as fast as | can.

Thank You, Gary
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